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The Family Rosary 


‘The Family That Prays Together Stays Together’ 


THis is a new story — the love- 

liest story that we know of — 
the story of the Family Rosary. 
It begins in a little house at Naz- 
areth: there, at the message of an 
Angel, Our Lady conceived her 
Divine Son and began to live the 
beautiful truths of the Family Ros- 
ary — the Joyful, Sorrowful, and 
Glorious Mysteries. 


For centuries men and women 
who were true Christians lived by 
these eternal truths. But a time 
came in the thirteenth century 
when men forgot them. Christian 
civilization seemed to be dying 
out. All kinds of disorders had 
sprung up among peoples and na- 
tions. Anti- Christian doctrines 
were openly offered as _ spiritual 
food for God’s children. 

Then it was that God raised up 
one of His great saints, Dominic, 
a learned scholar and devoted 
child of Mary. There seemed to 
be no hope of saving a sin-op- 
pressed world. Dominic did not 
lose courage. He had a Mother who 
would not fail him. With all the 
fervor of his soul he called upon 
her. Then, according to tradition, 
the lovely Queen of Heaven and 
Earth appeared to him holding a 
Rosary in her hand, taught him 


how to pray it, and instructed him 
to preach it to the world. These 
are her words telling the secret 
of its power. 


“Introduce the Rosary devotion 
everywhere; teach it to the people 
and tell them that this devotion 
is most pleasing to my Divine Son 
as well as to me. By means of the 
Rosary devotion, virtue will flour- 
ish, vice will be destroyed, heresy 
will perish, and Divine graces will 
be obtained. The Rosary will be 
an inexhaustible fountain of every 
kind of blessing. I promise you 
that I will prove by many graces 
how pleasing this devotion is to 
me and how profitable to the 
faithful.” 


Preached By A Son 


This was what Dominic had 
been waiting for. He did introduce 
the Rosary to the people, as his 
Lady asked, but more than that, 
he made it his life’s work. The 
people must have been waiting 
for it, too, for they took it from 
the churches to their homes. It 
became the prayer that conquered 
vice, caused virtue to flourish, and 
brought Divine graces and _ bless- 
ings to everyone. 


For nearly two centuries the 
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Rosary remained the great prayer 
of Christians. Later, when the 
first ardor for the Rosary seemed 
to slacken, Our Lady appeared to 
Blessed Alan, another of her zeal- 
ous sons. She told him to revive 
the Rosary, adding that immense 
volumes would be needed to tell 
of all its miracles. To him, too, 
she made certain promises. Here 
are four of them: 


He who calls on me through 
the Rosary shall not perish. 

The true children of the Ros- 
ary shall enjoy a great glory in 
heaven. 

Whatever you ask through 
the Rosary shall be granted. 
' Those who propagate my Ros- 
ary shall be helped by me in all 
their necessities. 


The events of the succeeding 
years proved that she kept her 
promises. The Mohammedans were 
ready to overrun Europe. Mary’s 
Rosary stopped them by _ two 
great victories, that broke their 
sea power and destroyed the last 
remnants of their land forces. Pope 
Clement XI, to commemorate 
these victories, along with the 


even greater spiritual victory of 
St. Dominic and Blessed Alan, 
commanded the whole Church to 
celebrate the Feast of the Most 
Holy Rosary. 


Coming closer to our own times, 
we have further evidence of the 
great value of the Rosary. Eigh- 
teen times at Lourdes Our Im- 
maculate Mother appeared to 
Bernadette, recited the Rosary 
with her, and recommended the 
practice to the world. 

Again, on October 13 in 1917, 
in Fatima, Portugal, Our Lady 
summed up the greatness of the 
Rosary by calling herself the Lady 
of the Rosary. These are her 
words: 

“I am the Lady of the Rosary 
and I have come to warn the 
faithful to amend their lives and 
ask pardon for their sins. They 
must not continue to offend Our 
Lord, already so deeply offended. 
They must say the Rosary.” 


Family Rosary Today 
The Rosary has had a glorious 


past. Our Lady of the Rosary has 
kept all of her promises. She has 
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saved individuals, families, nations, 
and the whole world through its 
power. Now the Rosary takes on 
a new glory. It is the family that 
is threatened today. It is the fam- 
ily that must be saved if the world 
is to be saved. 


The Rosary has saved the world 
in the past. It will save the world 
now by saving the family. But it 
is no longer the Rosary alone — it 
is the Family Rosary. It is the 
family saying the Rosary. It is the 
Rosary saving the family through 
the family. 


The Rosary by itself has proved 
its power. The Family Rosary has 
a new power all its own. The fam- 
ily in itself is already a power: it 
is one of the units upon which 
society is founded. Its bond of 
unity is mutual love. When such 
a unit lifts its voice in the Family 
Rosary, the power of this prayer 
of the centuries increases as the 
family becomes one with Jesus 
Christ Who said, “. . . where two 
or three are gathered together for 
My sake, there am I in the midst 
of them.” ; 

“Where two or three are gath- 
ered together”: how much more 
truly are they gathered together 
for His sake when it is the family 
already united by love that is so 
gathered! 


How much more truly does the 
prayer of the Family Rosary as- 
cend as one voice with that of 
Mary’s Son! Prayer is talking to 
God. The Rosary is Mary’s way 
for us to talk to Him, for she, His 
Mother, gave us this way, and a 
mother knows best. 


When individuals so closely un- 
ited in love as to form a family 
talk to God in Mary’s way, the 
power of the prayer is increased. 
The most powerful prayer said by 
the members of life’s most pow- 
erful social unit, the family, be- 
comes an irresistible plea to God 
and His Mother, Mary. 


Family Lesson In Living 


The Family Rosary is a lesson 
in living. A father and mother on 
their knees teach their children 
dependence upon God. The simple 
prayers of the children brings back 
to their parents Christ’s words, 
“,.. Whoever does not accept the 
kingdom of God as a little child 
will not enter into it.” No husband 
and wife who learn well the les- 
sons of the Family Rosary can be 
unfaithful to each other, or live 
very long in a state of mortal sin. 
The petty quarrels of brothers and 
sisters will give way to true love 
for one another. It is impossible to 
imagine a family dedicated to the 
daily recitation.of the Family Ros- 
ary, living in enmity with one an- 
other or with God. 

The Family Rosary, too, is a 
practical way to strengthen the 
unity of family life, so easily weak- 
ened by the modern way of liv- 
ing. Father, away from home in 
the office or factory most of the 
day, sisters and brothers at work, 
school, or play, come home often 
to their own individual interests 
with little thought for one another. 
The Family Rosary, for at least a 
few short moments of every day, 
will join them in a bond ef loving 
prayer to God and His Mother. 


4 THE FAMILY DIGEST 


Today more than ever there is 
need of a powerful weapon to pro- 
tect family life. Worldliness and 
worldly doctrines — the sworn en- 
emies of the Christian life — strike 
first at the family. These are 
stronger forces today than ever 
before. What hope has any family 
against them? What hope has fam- 
ily life against the teachings of 
many college professors on plan- 
ned parenthood, companionate 
marriage, divorce, and general im- 
morality? The radio, newspapers, 
comic sheets, and magazines bring 
these doctrines into the home it- 
self, lay them on the table for all 
to see, leave them ringing in every- 
one’s ears. Moving pictures with 
color and sound attract even the 
wisest and wariest by scenes that 
make a joke of family life. 

Happily, God provides us with 
the weapon we need. It is the 
Family Rosary. The history of the 
Rosary has proved already how 
. powerful it is against the forces 
of sin and evil, whatever these 
forces be. It won the victories of 
Lepanto and Temesvar against the 
Turks, and saved nations when 
they took the Rosary into their 
hands. Now it will all the more 
save the family if the family will 
only take it into its hands. The 
Rosary has accomplished great 
things. In the Providence of God 
the Family Rosary will do even 
greater things if families will only 
use it. 

A Prayer Of Perfect Parts 


The power of the Family Ros- 
ary is not surprising to anyone 
who realizes the perfection of its 


very make-up. It is a living organ- 
ism, so to speak, with a perfect 
body and soul. Its body (the vocal 
prayers) is perfect, since it is made 
up of the sign of our salvation 
and the three greatest prayers of 
the Catholic Faith. Its soul (the 
Mysteries) is perfect, too, since 
these Mysteries are Christ’s life — 
the perfect life — relived again 
in the minds of the praying fam- 
ily. 


The first act of the family is the 
sign of the cross. They begin the 
perfect family prayer in the per- 
fect way. They sign themselves 
with the sign of Redemption and 
with united voice they offer their 
Rosary in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. As each member of the 
family tenderly holds the cross of 
salvation, from their lips comes 
forth a firm and united profession 
of faith for all that the cross stands. 
They recite the Apostles’ Creed — 
a prayer that embraces all the 
Christian truths and mysteries of 
our Holy Faith. 


The Our Father raises the fam- 
ily circle to a Divine level. No 
longer as earthly father, mother, 
son, and daughter does the family 
pray but rather as children of God, 
united into a higher family circle 
where God is Father and Mary 
Immaculate is Mother. No one but 
the Son of God Himself could 
have composed a prayer so full 
of meaning and power. It is not 
merely a portion of the Gospel; 
it is a summary of the Gospel — 
that Gospel by which we must 
live to be true children of God. 
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The Hail Mary is the beautiful 
prayer that for centuries has been 
lovingly spoken by old and young. 
Still today it is on the lips of mil- 
lions — in health, in sickness, in 
death. It is so beautiful that it 
finds its way into music and into 
song. If we ask ourselves what is 
the secret of its beauty, the answer 
is that it is God’s word-picture of 
the loveliest of all creatures, His 
Mother and ours. Never do we 
tire of repeating over and over 
again His beautiful description of 
Mary. She is full of grace. The 
Lord is with her. She is blessed 
among all the women of the world. 
She is the powerful Mother of God 
who can help us now and at the 
hour of our death. Most blessed 
in the sight of God is the family 
that brings to life fifty-three times 
each day this masterpiece of Div- 
ine Wisdom. 


The greatest mystery of our 
Catholic Faith is that of the Most 
Blessed Trinity: one God in three 
Divine Persons. A family that says 
the Family Rosary daily gives 
glory six times a day to the Blessed 
Trinity as they raise their voices 
in the beautiful prayer of praise: 
“Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Ghost.” 


The most important part of the 
Family Rosary is its soul — the 
meditations on the Joyful, Sorrow- 
ful, and Glorious events in the 
lives of Our Lord and of Our Lady. 
This is the part of the Rosary 
which, according to tradition, Our 
Lady took such pains to explain 
to St. Dominic. It is easy to see 
why she did this. She wanted, and 


wants, the prayer of the Rosary 
to be more than a recitation of 
memorized sentences. She wants it 
to be a way for the ordinary per- 
son of a busy workaday world to 
think over the things she and her 
Son have done for them. She 
knows that no person with a hu- 
man heart can ever be ungrateful, 
forgetful, or cruel once he has 
understood what pain sin has 
caused the hearts of the sweetest 
Mother and Son. She knows that 
there is no surer way for a person 
to grow up to be worthy to be 
called a son of God than to review 
with her, his Mother, some part 
of the life of the Son of God each 
day until one finally learns to imi- 
tate Him so closely that she will 
say to Jesus: “Son — behold Thy 
brother.” 


Daily meditation is the spiritual 
power house of the great leaders 
of the Church. But it is not for 
them alone. Every person in the 
world, no matter what his talents 
be, can draw from this same power 
house by daily meditation on a 
portion of the Mysteries of the 
Rosary. The home that makes a 
daily practice of the Family Ros- 
ary is strong unto _ selflessness, 
meets trials courageously, faces life 
joyously. Father, mother, brothers, 
and sisters all sense the new feel- 
ing of power. The family is not 
only teeming with life — it is 
teeming with the life of Christ. 

The family will find no diffi- 
culty in meditating on the Myster- 
ies of the Rosary. Each of the 
Mysteries gives a snapshot of some 
event in the life of Jesus and Mary. 


| 


Meditating means looking at that 
snapshot with the eyes of the 
mind. At first, if the eyes have 
not been used to looking at these 
pictures, they may get a dim, hazy 
view. But once they are in focus 
by a little practice, the picture 
will become clear. Then just one 
thing can happen — the person 
behind those eyes will have to say: 
“Now I see what God and His 
Mother have done for me. I must 
do something for them. What can 
I do to prove that I mean what 
I say?” Even the seven-year-olds 
can understand that. They learn 
before this age to say “Thank you” 
for a gift. 
An Unforgettable Picture 


There is no one method of medi- 
tation, but for an example here is 
one on the first Joyful Mystery. 
First, listen carefully as the leader 
announces the Mystery. Imagine 
yourself right there in Mary’s own 
room. You watch her praying. You 
see the Angel Gabriel approach 
her. You notice that she is fright- 
ened as she suddenly sees a strange 
person in her room. The sound of 
his voice is like sweet music. She 
is no longer afraid. You listen to 
what the Angel is saying: “Hail 
Mary....” The words are on your 
lips, too. “Full of grace... .” Not 
another person in the world is full 
of grace, yet how humble Mary is 
about it all. The Mother of God! 


Such a meditation, or any other 
that you like, can be used for 
each of the Joyful, Sorrowful, and 
Glorious Mysteries. Later we shall 
give a short sample meditation for 
all of them. 


THE FAMILY DIGEST 


Just as there is no single way 
of meditating on the Mysteries, so 
there is no one manner of recita- 
tion of the Family Rosary. The 
most practical way, however, 
seems to be this: first, at the be- 
ginning of each decade, let the 
leader announce the proper Mys- 
tery so that all may hear. If con- 
venient, the leader may offer a 
few suggestions to make the 
meditation easier. He may read 
a meditation or compose his own. 
Where practicable, the whole fam- 
ily may together read aloud the 
meditation for each Mystery, since 
the vocal recitation directs the at- 
tention of each one more effect- 
ively to the Mystery in hand, and 
gives all a fuller sense of partici- 
pation in the prayer. 


The recitation of the Family 


Rosary should be the unfailing 


practice every day in every fam- 
ily, no matter what may take mem- 
bers of the family away from 
home. As long as two members of 
the family say the Rosary together, 
they say the Family Rosary, and 
all the added power of the Family 
Rosary is present in their prayer. 
Of course the entire family should 
try to be present. Those members 
who are deliberately absent not 
only fail to receive the fruits of 
the Family Rosary recitation which 
they would receive were they pres- 
ent, but they also weaken the pow- 
er of the united family plea before 
God. 


The presence of visitors should 
never be the occasion for letting 
a day go by without the Family 
Rosary. No guest at your home, 
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no matter what his religion may 


-be, would want to feel that be- 


cause of his presence in your home 
God and Mary were put aside for 
fear of embarrassing him. Exper- 
ience has shown that the recita- 
tion of the Family Rosary in the 
presence of visitors has been one 
of the most fruitful means of 
spreading the Family Rosary to 
others. Is it any wonder? If it is 
a beautiful thing to do, then it is 
a beautiful thing to see, and those 
who see it themselves will wish 
to do it. 
Recite At Any Hour 

There is no determined time at 
which to recite the Family Rosary. 
Different times fit different famil- 
ies. The most popular, however, 
seems to be after the evening meal 


—perhaps even before the dishes 
:are washed, while everyone is at 


the family table. Our Lady, good 
housekeeper though she is, will not 
condemn the housewife who de- 
lays washing the dishes for ten 
minutes in order that she may 
bring to the family table prayers 
worth an eternity. 


The fruits of the Family Rosary? 


-What is there to say about them? 


Who can enumerate them? History 
tells its story — from Dominic to 
Lepanto, from Lourdes to Fatima, 
and down to the present day. The 
beauty of its prayers is beyond 
comparison, the power of its plea 
is irresistible. In addition to these 
fruits the Church grants a special 
indulgence to the Family Rosary, 
because it grants twice the amount 
to group recitation as to recitation 
alone. Also, on the last Sunday of 


the month, the family that has 
been faithful to the daily Family 
Rosary may gain a plenary indul- 
gences by going to confession, re- 
ceiving Holy Communion, and vis- 
iting a church. 


The Popes, especially of recent 
years, have been constant in their 
plea for the Family Rosary. Pius 
IX said: “If you desire peace in 
your hearts, in your homes, in your 
country, assemble every evening 
to recite the Rosary.” The last plea 
of this same Father of the Christ- 
ian Family was: “In the whole of 
the Vatican there is no greater 
treasure than the Rosary. . . Let 
the Rosary — this simple beautiful 
method of prayer enriched with 
many indulgences — be habitually 
recited of an evening in every 
household. These are my last 
words to you, the memorial I leave 
behind me.” 


Pope Leo XIII was another 
great apostle of the Family Rosary. 
He appealed for it in several en- 
cyclicals. These are some of his 
words: “It is therefore not only 
agreeable to the devotion of pri- 
vate persons, but also suitable to 
the public needs of the times, that 
this kind of prayer should be re- 
stored to that place of honor which 
it long held, when each Christian 
family would suffer no day to pass 
without the recitation of the Ros- 
ary.” 

Again he said: “The formula of 
the Rosary, too, is excellently adap- 
ted to prayer in common.” — “It 
will not then seem too much to 
say that . ... in families . .. in 
which the Rosary of Mary retains 
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its ancient honor, the loss of Faith 
through error and vicious ignor- 
ance need not be feared.” 


The late Pius XI carried the 
Family Rosary Crusade directly to 
parents with this message: “The 
fathers and mothers of families 
particularly must give an example 
to their children, especially when 
at sunset they gather together... 
and recite the Holy Rosary on 
bended knees. . . . This is a beau- 
tiful and salutary custom, from 
which certainly there cannot but 
be derived tranquillity and abun- 
dance of heavenly gifts for the 
household.” 


And today our present Holy 
Father preaches the Family Rosary 
by both word and example. In an 
address to newly wedded groups, 
speaking of the recitation of the 
Rosary he said: “You may be sure 
that in doing so you are insuring 
the success of your future family 
life.” But to clinch his words with 
action, each day he gathers the 
papal household together to recite 
with them the Family Rosary. 


The Family Rosary is not only 
the family’s prayer — it is the fam- 
ily’s crusade. As each family takes 
up the practice of the daily Fam- 
ily Rosary, its members become 
apostles, persuading other families 
of the beauty and power of the 
Family Rosary, and of the peace 
and love it will bring into their 
home. 


There are many apostles and 
many ways to be an apostle. The 
Family Rosary said for the pro- 
motion of this Crusade has in it- 


self a world-conquering sweep; 
for like true love it is never satis- 
fied until there are no more worlds 
to win for the beloved. Berna- 
dette, after she had drawn first 
a village, then a nation, then a 
whole world, to Lourdes to say 
the Rosary, quietly went to a con- 
vent to be out of the reach of the 
world. Yet she knew she had lost 
none of her marvelous power by 
so doing — she still had its source, 
for as she herself said: “I can do 
two things, I can love Mary and 
I can say my beads.” 


The family that loves Mary and 
says the Family Rosary will draw 
families to the Family Rosary as 
Bernadette drew crowds to 
Lourdes. 


Crusade apostles have not lim- 
ited themselves to prayer alone, 
but have developed methods of 
organized action. Bishops promote 
it, pastors make it a parish pro- 
ject, Army and Navy chaplains 
preach it. Congregations of Re- 
ligious spread it; students of col- 
leges, high schools and grade 
schools win family pledges; the 
Catholic press pleads for it; and 
the lay organizations of America 
have adopted it. 

Great advances have been made, 
as you see, but the end is still 
not in sight. There is a world to 
win. Yet even when that world is 
won and the Family Rosary Cru- 
sade is finished, the Story of the 
Family Rosary will still go on. 
For it is a living story — a story 
of the prayer of a living family 
which will worship God and honor 
Mary for all eternity. 


October . . 


. Bursting At Both Ends— 


With The Goudienss poe Love Of God 


Charles Davenport 


|F it is a good year, by October 

the barns are bursting with 
harvest. But good or bad, October 
itself is always bursting with spirit- 
uality. Every October brings a 
bumper: crop of really. practical 
helps for our spiritual life. 

The month begins with the 
Feast and continues with the daily 
recitation of the Rosary. It leads 
up to the great Feast of Christ 
the King which is climaxed by the 
beautiful consecration of the world 
to the Sacred Heart. Just to have 
all this in one month easily puts 
it in the red letter category, but 
to see these events connected un- 
til they mingle into one, makes 
October a month of spiritual holi- 
days. 

We can get to the connection 
between the Rosary, the Kingship 
of Christ and His Sacred Heart 
by beginning with the encyclical 
on Christ the King. Pope Pius XI 
makes two important points in it: 
first, that Christ is our King be- 
cause He is our God and because 
He is our Redeemer; and secondly, 
He is the King of the individual 
and of society. 

The Rosary, of course, would be 
a recognition of the King simply 
because it is homage paid to the 
Queen. But there are many deeper 
reasons why the Rosary binds us 


to the King. Pius XI says He is to 
be the King of our whole being.- 
We use our whole being when we 
say the Rosary — hands, lips, eyes, 
soul. 

Our God And King 


There is another reason. By the 
very fact of His birth Christ be- 
came our King because He is our 
God. But He is our King not only 
“by right of birth” but “by right 
of conquest,” too. “What thought 
could be more beautiful and more 
inspiring than that Christ rules 
over us, not only by right of birth 
but also by right of conquest, 
brought about by His Redemption 
of Mankind.” (Pius XI) He became 
our King by winning us through 
His Passion. Now, the almost un- 
believable thing is that every 
Mystery of the Rosary is connected 
with the Passion. 


When I first heard this, I 
thought it was stretching the Ros- 
ary almost to the breaking point. 
But it’s true. The line of reason- 
ing is this. St. Thomas asks if our 
Lord would have become man if 
man had not -sinned. He answers 
“no,” and explains that every time 
God tells us the reason for the 
Incarnation it is sin. If Christ came 
only because of sin, He came as 
our Redeemer. As our Redeemer 
the one essential act for Him was 


| 
| 
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the act of Redemption — His Pas- 
sion. 

St. Thomas further states that 
because of the complete unity of 
our Lord’s life, every act in it was 
referred to the Passion. While of 
itself anything He did would have 
been more than enough to save the 
whole world and a whole heaven 
full of like worlds, still in the pres- 
ent plan of God, only one act 
could do that and it was the Pas- 
sion. His life was something like 
painting a picture, you make many 
strokes but you paint only one pic- 
ture. Our Lord did many things 
but they were all referred to the 
Passion and had meaning only in 
it. Naturally, then, His life as we 
_ find it in the Rosary will be linked 
to the Passion. 


However, let’s get down to 
cases. Redeeming us means that 
Our Lord came as our Savior to 
free us from sin and give us grace. 
In the First Joyful Mystery the 
Angel announces that He will 
come and will be called Jesus “for 
he shall save his people from their 
sins.” Jesus in Hebrew means 
Savior. 

In the Second Mystery, Jesus 
already begins His conquest of sin 
and His kingdom of grace by free- 
ing St. John the Baptist from or- 
iginal sin. 

In the Third Mystery, Jesus 
comes into the world for us to see. 
Of His coming St. Paul writes: 
Therefore in coming into the 
world, he says, “Sacrifice and obla- 
tion thou wouldst not, but a body 
thou hast fitted to me. . .then said 
I, ‘Behold I come . . . to do thy 


will, O God.’” A body had been 
fitted for Him to offer in sacrifice. 


In the Fourth Mystery, Jesus 
offers Himself to the Father. 


In the Fifth Mystery, He says 
He must be about His Father’s 
business. He explains what is His 
Father’s business: “For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I 
lay down my life. . . Such is the 
command I have received from 
my Father.” 


Sorrowful Mysteries 


The five Sorrowful Mysteries 
are, of course, the Passion. 

The five Glorious Mysteries, 
following the line of reasoning of 
St. Thomas, are a reward for the 
Passion. They are a reward both 
to the Redeemer and the Co-Re- 
demptrix. Because of the humili- 
ation and death of the Passion, St. 
Thomas says God in justice exalt- 
ed our Lord, hence His Resurrec- 
tion and Ascension. 


This is the same reasoning St. 
Peter used for sending the Holy 
Ghost: “Therefore, exalted by the 
right hand of God, and receiving 
from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, he has poured forth 
this Spirit which you see and 
hear. . . Therefore, let all the house 
of Israel know most assuredly that 
God has made both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci- 
fied.” 

The last two Mysteries are the 
reward to the Co-Redemptrix for 
her victory at Calvary where sin 
was conquered and grace won. 
The Assumption is her triumph 
over one of sin’s curses — returning 
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to dust. In the Fifth Mystery, she 
is crowned as Queen of Heaven 
and earth and Dispensatrix of 
graces “by right of conquest” just 
as Her Son is King by the same 
right. 

This, then, is what I think the 
Dominican theologian meant when 
he said the Passion is in every 
mystery of the Rosary. But if our 
Lord became our King “by right 
of conquest” through His Passion, 
then each Hail Mary is also in the 
deepest sense an “Ave Rex!—Hail 
King!” It is symbolic that we be- 
gin and end the Rosary at the 
Crucifix. 


Some Loose Ends 


There are still some loose ends 
of the beads to be drawn in. The 
connection between the Rosary 
and Christ the King might be clear, 
but why the act of consecration to 
the Sacred Heart on the Feast of 
Christ the King? If you read three 
encyclicals you will see. 


In 1899 Pope Leo XIII issued 
“Annun Sacrum,” the encyclical 
on the Consecration of Mankind 
to the Sacred Heart. At the end 
of it he ordered an act of conse- 
cration to be read throughout the 
world. Of this he said, “I am about 
to perform the greatest act of my 
pontificate.” 


In 1925 Pope Pius XI issued 
“Quas Primas,” on the Kingship of 
Christ, and in it he ordered: 


“Likewise We decree that on this 
same day, annually, there is to be 
renewed the consecration of man- 
kind to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 


Three years later, he issued 


“Miserentissimus Redemptor,” on 
Reparation to the Sacred Heart, 
and in it he explained the connec- 
tion between his own act and that 
of Leo XIII: “At the beginning of 
the century . . . the whole human 
race which belongs by inherent 
right to Christ, ‘in whom all things 
are reestablished’ (Eph. 1, 10), was 
consecrated to His Most Sacred 
Heart by Our Predecessor then 
happily reigning, Leo XIII, amid 
the applause of the whole Christ- 
ian world.” 


“These auspicious and happy 
beginnings We Ourselves, through 
the great goodness of God, 
brought to completion, as was 
pointed out in Our’ Encyclical 
“Quas Primas,” on the occasion 
when, according to the desires and 
wishes expressed by numerous 
bishops and the Faithful, We in- 
stituted at the close of the Jubilee 
Year the Feast of Christ the King 
of all men.” 


Pope Pius XI, then, considered 
his institution of the Feast of 
Christ the King as the completion 
of Pope Leo XIII’s consecration 
of mankind to the Sacred Heart. 
From the whole context of the two 
encyclicals both had the same 
thought in mind — “that most 
happy day when the whole world 
will submit joyfully and willingly 
to the sweet yoke of Christ the 
King” (Pius XI). Pius XI ordered 
the yearly consecration to the 
Sacred Heart in order “to bind 
with Christian love in the com- 
munion of peace all peoples to the 
Heart of the King of Kings and 
Sovereign of Sovereigns.” 


| 


— 
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We can get to the theological 
connection between the Kingship 
of Christ and the Sacred Heart 
by asking another of St. Thomas’ 
questions: “Did Christ die out of 


‘obedience?’ He answers He died 


from love and obedience. Out of 
love and obedience He suffered 
His Passion and became our King 
by right of conquest. But love and 
obedience are two acts of the will. 
But this is precisely what the Sac- 
red Heart symbolizes. It symbol- 
izes the human Heart of our Lord, 
His human will, His divine will. 


It symbolizes His human and di- 
vine love for us, “who loved me 
and gave himself up for me.” It 
was the Sacred Heart which led 
Him to His Passion and His pos- 
session of us by right of conquest. 
We have been won by the Heart 
of the King. 

All of this could never have 
been put into February. Twenty- 
eight or nine days could never ' 
contain it. October with its 31 days 
barely does. It is bursting at both 
ends with the goodness and love 
of God! 


Women in Industry 


One thing that our society can do to meet this problem 
(women in industry) is to make an attack on these forces 
that compel women to enter the labor force against their 
will. It is evident from a great many studies in this field 
that many women work, not because they want to, but because 
they have to. Many wives and mothers find it necessary to 
take jobs to compensate for the inadequate incomes of their 
husbands. Others have to support aged or ailing dependents, 
who might be taken care of more properly under expanded 
programs of social insurance. 


Wage rates in the United States have risen steadily over 
the last century both in actual dollars and cents and in terms 
of purchasing power. But in many areas of our economy, 
wages are too low to allow the male worker to support him- 
self, his wife and his children under minimum standards of 
decency. This is one of the major factors that drives women 
into the labor force and intensifies the threat to the American 
family. 


I believe that part of the answer to this problem lies 
in a higher minimum wage, one that takes into account the 
increased cost of living. This, together with an expanded social 
insurance program and wage raises that will result from in- 
creased productivity, should remove some of the compulsion 
that now forces unwilling women, especially mothers, to leave 
home and take jobs.—U. S. Secretary of Labor, Maurice J. Tobin. 


Dad Learns A 


~ Lesson From A Boy 


Joseph A. Breig* 


| DON’T say theologians ought to 

have children. But I do say peo- 
- ple who have children ought to be 
theologians. 


Take our boy Jimmy for in- 
stance. Two years old, he is, and 
I learn more about God from 
watching him than from reading 
St. Thomas. 


Maybe that’s because I seldom 
read St. Thomas, he being some- 
what out of my intellectual class. 


Anyhow, my current theological 
textbook is young Jimmy. When 
he was learning to walk, I'd give 
him a hand over the obstacles— 
cracks in the pavements, things 
like that. And right off the bat, 
I discovered something. He didn’t 
want to be helped—not so he could 
notice it. If I took his hand, he 
yanked it away. 

He couldn't talk yet, but he 
could yammer and yak, and I un- 
derstood his grunt-language well 
enough to know what he was say- 
ing. 

He was telling me as plain as 
anything, “Go away, I’m a big guy 
now, I can go it alone. Cut out 
the baby stuff.” 

I might have taken him at his 
word, I might have worked up a 


huff and left him to make his 
own way in the world. But he’s 
our kid, and I’m kind of partial 
to him. 

I don’t want him falling on his 
face, and bawling his head off. 
So I adopted a strategy. Played 
smart. I walked along beside him, 
pretending to pay no attention, 
but actually on guard. 


‘Big Stuff’ 


I stayed close enough to grab 
him every time he started to top- 
ple. 


Maybe I missed once or twice, 
due to absentmindedness. 

That was when I was saying to 
myself, “Well, what do you know— 
if this isn’t exactly like God and 
people.” 

And it was. People—for instance 
you, or for instance me—like to 
think they’re big stuff. They like 
to imagine they can make the 
grade all by themselves. They 
can’t, of course. 

But if God grabbed them by 
the hand for their safety, and re- 
fused to let go, they'd rebel. And 
of course they couldn’t blame God 
if He let them alone until they 
broke their fool necks. 


*From his latest book, “My Pants When I Die,’’ published by McMullen Books, Inc., 
13 


New York, $2.25. 
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But God has a soft spot in His 
heart for us, so soft it was pierced 
by a lance. 

So what He does is to watch 
over his children inconspicuously, 
almost secretly. He never gets ab- 
sentminded about it, like other 
fathers. He helps us over the 
obstacles, but He doesn’t force us 
to hold His hand. 

He waits until He’s invited. 

It’s like Jimmy and me. Jimmy 
walks along being a big guy—until 
he happens to look up and see a 
dog approaching. Then suddenly 
I'm his pal. He takes my hand and 
hangs on for dear life. 

He reminds me of myself and 
God. I’m mighty fast with a pray- 
er when I need help. Trouble is, 
sometimes I forget that I need 
help all the time. 

’‘m like Jimmy. When things 
are going all right, I begin to 
think it’s my doing. 

Morsel for Tiger 


Or at least, I tend to forget 
Whose doing it is. 

And if I start to slip, and a 
Hand reaches out and catches me 
before I crack my head, I’m tempt- 
ed to yak and yammer about how 
I'm all right, I don’t need baby- 


ing. Ill get by all right, and all 
the rest of that childish stuff. 


It’s nonsense, of course. 


Jimmy wouldn’t have lived to 
learn to walk if we hadn’t fed 
him. 

He wouldn't be walking on 
sidewalks if somebody hadn't laid 
them. 

For all he’s had to do with it, 
this world would be a howling 
wilderness and he'd be nothing 
but a morsel for a sabre-toothed 
tiger. 

A few trillion people have lived 
and died and sacrificed to make 
his chances a bit better. And 
among them is the man who is 
God. But Jimmy’s not smart 
enough yet to say thank you. 

Oh, well, Jimmy’s only two 
years old. 

By the time he’s five or six, he'll 
know better. 

At least I think he will. 


My guess is he’s got more sense 
than some of our intellectuals and 
statesmen and other characters 
who are trying to lead us back 
to the jungle, sabre-toothed tigers 
and all. 


Meanwhile, he’s teaching me 
theology. 


Delinquent Fathers 


“We consider it most unfortunate,” reads a resolution 
adopted by the National Council of Catholic Men, “that in the 
midst of the great turmoil of social change of the past century, 
the father in widespread instances has failed to maintain his 
natural position in the home. This is true of the Catholic 
fathers as well as of others. To this fact we attribute much of 
the failure of the family in our time.”—Action Now. 


Imperturbability . . . Equanimity 


Keys To A Long Life 


Alton I. Blakeslee* 


KEY for long life comes from 
Dr. Morris Fishbein, one of 
the busiest men in the nation. 

The key is imperturbability, or 
calmness. Plus five things you 
should keep low. 

Dr. Fishbein is editor, author 
lecturer, traveler, advisor, with 
perhaps a half dozen to a dozen 
projects going at one time. At a 
recent American Medical Associa- 
tion convention he took time out 
—he always seems to have time— 
to tell secrets for health and long 
life. 

In London, he began, he was 
talking with Lord Horder, as fa- 
mous in British medicine as Fish- 
bein is here. Dr. Fishbein con- 
gratulated Lord Horder on looking 
so well and being so active at 82. 

“Lord Horder asked me, ‘how 
old are you?” 

“I'm 62, I said. He leaned over 
the table and felt my pulse. ‘You 
will live to be 100.’ 

“Wonderful, I replied, “Why? 
And Lord Horder said, ‘Because 
you have imperturbability.’ 

“I've practiced imperturbability 
since I was 16,” I told him. “I 
think a person can practice it.” 


jiated Press Sci 


Reporter 


How do you become impertur- 
bable? 


Rules Listed 


“Avoid raising your voice. Don’t 
get angry and shout. All you do is 
raise your own blood pressure, not 
the other fellows. 


“Don’t get crowded. Take things 
one at a time. Accept disturbances 
and annoyances as they are. Don’t 
tear yourself apart because you 
are not succeeding in some given 
effort. 

“Don’t argue with stupidity. 
Walk away from arguments over 
futile or trivial matters. But I 
would hate to see a world where 
everyone walked away from argu- 
ments that produced facts by dis- 
cussion.” 


Dr. Fishbein, whose fame rests 
partly upon his energetic and 
sometimes stormy years as former 
editor of the AMA Journal, then 
recited “the five lows” for health 
and longer life. 

1. Low blood pressure. 2. Low 
pulse rate. 3. Low basal metabo- 
lism, or rate of bodily processes. 
4. Low diet, low in total calories. 
5. Low threshold for humor. 

“Be able to laugh easily, and 


| 
| 
15 


16 


recognize the humorous aspects of 
what humans take too seriously. 
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to the speed of a turtle, I'm never and imperturbability.” 


Symbols of the Apostles 


The painters of the Middle Ages used to represent the 
Apostles with special symbols which were generally significant 
of some incident in their lives. 

Judas was represented with a bag, because he bore the 
bag and “what was put therein;” St. Matthew with a hatchet, 
because he was slain by one; St. Paul with a sword, because 
his head was cut off with one; St. Peter, of course, with the 
keys; St. Bartholomew with a knife, because it was by this 
instrument he was flayed; St. John with a cup and a winged 
serpent flying out of it, in allusion to the tradition that the 
apostle was challenged by a priest of Diana to drink the cup 
of poison. John made the sign of the cross on the cup, where- 
upon Satan, like a dragon, flew from it, and the apostle drank 
the cup with safety. Similarly, St. James the Greater was re- 
presented with a pilgrim staff and gourd bottle, because he 
was the patron saint of pilgrims; and St. James the Less with 
a fuller’s pole, because he was slain by Simeon the fuller with 
a blow on the head with his pole. Philip is shown with a long 
staff, surmounted by a cross, because he died by being hanged 
by the neck to a tall pillar; Simon with a saw, because he was 
sawed to death; Thomas with a lance, because his body was 
pierced with a lance; Andrew with a cross on which he was 
crucified; and Jude with a club, because he was killed with that 
weapon.—The Liguorian. 


Cooling-Off Period 


Parliament has taken steps to lower the divorce rate in 
the Netherlands by ordering a “cooling-off period” of three to 
six months before a divorce application can be filed. 

Estranged couples now must tell their troubles to a “family 
judge.” He will authorize divorce proceedings only after in- 
vestigation and reconciliation effort. 

This action was initiated by a 67 to 12 vote in the Lower 
House after the Government reported that 35 of every 10,000 
marriages broke up last year. A century ago in Holland there 


was only one divorce per 10,000 marriages.—N. C. W. U. Bulletin 


happier than when I’m extremely : 
active. But you can accomplish 
“I don’t mean to slow your life far more if you have equanimity’ 


Looking for a Husband? 


SOMEDAY my prince will 
come. . .” I hummed as I 
_ entered my first class of the second 
semester. It was a dreary winter's 
day in February and I was a jun- 
ior in college, but my mind was 
on that bright “summery” someday 
when I would be a June bride. 
My new course, “Marriage Guid- 
ance,” had brought to mind 
thoughts of that “prince” I hope to 
marry someday. I don’t care 
whether he’s tall or short (but not 
too short), blonde or brunette, or 
has wavy or straight hair. But he 
does have to be a good Catholic 
man — a combination of St. Joseph 
and my Dad. I want him to be— 
the bell interrupted my thoughts 
at that point, and so_ I tucked 
Prince Charming into that special 
daydream section of my mind and 
concentrated on the class at hand. 
I was fully attentive as Father be- 
gan the course by discussing the 
preparations for marriage. 

Classes and months have slipped 
by quickly since that first class in 
February. Looking back on the 
course now, I realize how valuable 
it has been. There were so many 
worthwhile topics discussed — 
topics like fitness to marry, an en- 
during marriage, home and child- 
ren, and others that will help me 
greatly toward being. a better 


Then Be The Right Person 


Jean Learn 


Catholic woman. But of the many 
valuable things discussed, perhaps 
one impressed me more deeply 
than all the others. 


I shall never forget the day 
Father said, “The principal thing 
in marriage is to be the right per- 
son.” To be the right person. Fun- 
ny, but I'd never thought of that 
before. I knew that if marriage was 
my vocation I wanted to be a good 
Catholic wife and mother, but the 
characteristics of my future hus- 
band had always concerned me 
more than my own. 


It’s so true, however, that when 
two people enter marriage they 
bring with them the habits ac- 
cumulated throughout their life. 
And on these habits will rest the 
happiness of their marriage. “Cor- 
rect any bad ones and add many 
good ones,” I said to myself. 

It wouldn’t be so pleasant being 
married to a man who was con- 
stantly selfish, discourteous, or un- 
tidy. Neither would a husband ap- 
preciate selfishness, nagging, or 
extravagance on wife’s part. 
These, Father had explained, are 
considered the main male and fe- 
male defects. 

Marriage, moreover, is a give 
and take proposition. It doesn’t 
mean give on his part and take on 
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hers, or vice versa. It does mean 
cooperation — working together in 
the little as well as in the big 
things of daily life — to reach God 
together in eternity. If a person is 
going to be a real Catholic hus- 
band or wife, he or she must be a 
real Catholic right now, spiritually, 
mentally, and socially. 


Pretty dresses and well-tailored 
suits are pleasant to have and to 
wear, but one must be willing to 
exchange these for a new washing 
machine or frigidaire that may be 
needed in the home. It’s 
also important for the wife to 
realize that her husband may not 
be able to give her the luxuries 
Dad has provided. 


Father had specifically pointed 
out the importance of self-sacrifice 
on the part of both husband and 
wife. She should be willing to give 
up a new dress so that he can 
have a new suit, or he should be 
ready to sacrifice an afternoon’s 
golf game in order to finish that 
painting job at home. Little things, 
yes, but they can be very import- 
ant things. 

Sense Of Humor Needed 

He'll probably come home from 

the office tired-out and perhaps a 


bit grouchy some evening. And 
perhaps that will have been the 


day that the rain came down on 
her clean laundry. Tempers will 
have reached the boiling point. 
Understanding and _ patience on 
the part of both will soothe touchy 
feelings and avoid any quarrel. 
That’s how the right person would 
act. 


Then too, a sense of humor 
would be an important asset of 
the right person. That special abil- 
ity to laugh rather than become 
angry, or to smile rather than cry 
when things go wrong; being able 
to accept the difficulties as well 
as the happiness of married life. 

Heavens, I thought, there are 
so many personal qualities neces- 
sary for being the right person. 
It’s important to begin working 
on them right away, even before 
that third finger, left hand has a 
special glow. God’s help and the 
good example of Mother Mary and 
one’s own dear parents give a push 
in the right direction. The rest is 
up to the individual. 

Perhaps that’s why my prayer 
for a good Catholic gentlemanly 
“prince charming” now has a new 
note. “And please God, help me 
to be the right kind of person — a 
true Christian wife and mother, 
working with You, and for You, 
and toward You throughout mar- 
ried life.” 


Before And After 


None of us thank God enough for what He is doing for us. 

. . . Not one of us is grateful enough. We should spend as 
much time thanking God for a favor as we did asking for it. 
—Father Judge—The Missionary Servant 
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The Bent Twig 


A Short Story 


Florence Kerigan 


ASON Barto lay with his eyes 

closed, conscious of only two 
things, pain and the sound of voic- 
es nearby. He recognized the voic- 
es although they came to him 
dimly as if*from a far distance. 
One was his son’s and the other 
his son’s fiancee’s. 


“We have to face it, darling,” 
Jim was saying. “He'll be an in- 
valid all his life . . . never walk 
again...” 

Anne made a shushing sound, 
but Jim went on. “He can’t hear 
us. He isn’t conscious. It means 
we'll have to readjust our plans—” 

“He’s so young —” Anne’s voice 
caught on a sob. 

“Only fifty.” Jim’s voice was 
ragged too. “He'll be my responsi- 
bility, Anne. I have no right to 
ask you to share it- ... in our 
home ... ina nursing home... 
expense...” 

The next time Jason became 
aware, he opened his eyes although 
it took an effort, and saw the 
doctor looking down at him. 
“Well, well!” said Dr. Milland, 
with an air of great discovery. “So 
you're back with us!” 

“Hi, Doc,” said Jason, concen- 
trating hard on the words. Words 
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were nagging and tugging at his 
mind—overheard words, remem- 
bered words, perhaps dreamed 
words. “Doc — I had a — dream — 
told me — never walk — again —” 


The doctor frowned. “Now 
who—? We'll talk about that later,” 
he said. 


Jason closed his eyes again. It 
was too much trouble to think. 

It was sometime later that the 
doctor told him the truth frankly. 
He would never walk again. 

“It’s going to be tough on Jim,” 
Jason said, slowly. 

“That’s a fine boy you've got 
there,” the doctor said. 

“Too bad this had to happen 
now,” Jason said. “He was just get- 
ting established in his own busi- 
ness—needs every cent to expand— 
thinking of getting married —” 
He sighed. “Now I have to be a— 
responsibility.” 

He lay there thinking about it 
after the doctor had gone. He 
briefly remembered the accident 
then put it out of his mind. That 
was in the past, over and done 
with, the future was what con- 
cerned him now. 

As he lay there, weak and tired, 
it was very good to know that 
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Jim would take, care of him. There 
would be no more arising at 
dawn, catching a crowded com- 
muters’ train, working all day as a 
small cog in a big machine, just 
.to draw a weekly pay check. He 
had done it for thirty years, first 
for his wife and Jim, and then 
these last ten years for Jim alone. 

’ People had asked him why he 
“didn’t close up his house and take 
an apartment, or even just a furn- 
ished room. But taking care of a 
house, keeping it nice, having an 
appreciation for a well-kept home, 
were things he wanted Jim to have. 
He wanted him to live in a nice 
neighborhood and meet nice peo- 
ple and go on to college. No one 
-knew what sacrifices it took to put 
Jim through college, even though 
Jim had worked for more than 
half of it. 

That was another thing he had 
taught Jim—to stand on his own 
feet. 

He seemed to hear the boyish 
voice: “But, Dad, I need it!” Some 
childish whim, some plaything 
the rest of the boys had, perhaps. 
And he heard his own voice an- 
swering: “Then earn it. I'll not 
always be here to give you things 
just for the asking. Learn to stand 
on your own feet!” 

So Jim had run errands at first, 
and then he had a paper route and 
bought a bicycle so he could ex- 
pand it, keeping up his errand 
service, and he had a part time job 
after school. With it all, Jason had 
to remind him that he had cer- 
tain chores to do around the 
house—odd jobs for Sarah who 


kept house for them, minor re- 
pairs, mowing the lawn, tending 
the furnace, putting out ashes and 
trash. Jim did them without being 
reminded, for he had a pride in 
the home. Some day he would 
have a home of his own. 


After he had graduated from 
college he had his plans all made 
before he discussed them with 
Jason, even the source from which 
he would borrow the money to 
get started on his own. 

“I might lend you some,” Jason 
had offered. 

Jim shook his head. “No, Dad. 
In fifteen years or so you'll be 
retiring, and I'll barely be start- 
ed and probably still owing money. 
You keep your own money. I'm 
standing on my own feet—you 
know, like you taught me.” 

“You're lucky to have a boy like 
that,” the boss had said when he 
visited him. “Most young fellows 
would put their father into a home 
and forget about him.” 


It sounded crass, but the boss 
was like that, and he didn’t mean 
to be unkind. 


Yes, he was lucky! Lucky that he 
had trained Jim to meet responsi- 
bility head on. Some kids who had 
grown up taking everything from 
the old man, always continued to 
take. One old chap he knew had 
had a stroke, and his son and 
daughter had forced him to sign 
over his property to them, and 
then put him in a home. Sure, he 
had every care and was reasonably 
happy, but it wasn’t like being 
with one’s own folks, being cared 


for lovingly, ‘as he had cared for 
:Jim when he was a tiny boy. 


‘It was because he had trained 
“Jim in the right way, that it was 
,all coming back to him. “Stand on 
“your own feet,” he had said many 
times, “and then you can look 
every man in the eye.” 

Responsibility meant sacrifice 
‘many times. It meant doing with- 
out a thing until it was earned. 
It meant cutting down on play 
time, curtailing social life, giving 
up the non-essential for the better 
thing which had to be worked 
for. Not that Jim didn’t have fun. 
Jason saw to that. Social adjust- 
ment was a part of a rounded life 
too. 

Now responsibility—the responsi- 
bility of an invalid father—was 
going to mean more sacrifice, of 
money, perhaps of marriage and 
his future, even! It gave him a 
warm glow to know that Jim knew 
that and was willing to pay the 
price. He couldn't do anything 
else, for he had been brought up 
that way. 


The days went by and stretched 
into weeks. Jason relaxed without 
a care in the world. His accident 
insurance settlement for the loss 
of the use of his legs had covered 
the cost of his hospitalization with 
a little—not much—left over. 


They never mentioned the fu- 
ture—Jason and his son Jim and 
Anne. Jason never told them that 
he had overheard them talking 
-that night when he had been con- 
scious for just a brief time. It was 
too big te talk about. 
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“What'll I do now, Dad?” Again 
he seemed to hear the childish 
voice, almost a wail. “I haven’t got 


‘anything to do!” The common dif- 


ficulty of the only child—the lone- 
some hours when playmates had 
gone home, chores were done, and 
there wasn’t “anything to do.” 


“What a man does on his off 
hours is important.” Jason had told 
him, and they had started out to 
find a hobby. 

“I don’t like to whittle,” Jim 
had said, eying the pile of shav- 
ings at his father’s feet. 

“Wood carving isn’t the only 
hobby in the world,” Jason had as- 
sured him. 


Finally Jim decided he wanted 
a camera. “Earn it then,” Jason 
had said, knowing that in most 
cases by the time the money was 
earned the yen for the thing was 
gone. But not in this ‘case. Jim 
came home with a cheap box 
camera and did wonders with it. 
He earned money for a_ larger 
camera, and then Jason helped 
him by making a darkroom, and 
giving him equipment and better 
cameras on birthdays and Christ- 
masses. The boy got a lot of fun 
out of it and was really good. He 
had won cash prizes which helped 
out his college fund. 

One day Jason startled his nurse 
by asking for a sharp knife and a 
bar of soap. “It’s all right,” he as- 
sured her. “I'll put newspapers 
down on the bed.” 

He still had his cunning with the 
knife. He practiced on the soap, 
and then asked for some poplar 
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wood, the soft white kind. The 
nurse would sit for hours watching 


him, entranced. 


“Look,” she said, one day, 
“there’s a boy in the ward who 
wants something to do. Think you 
could teach him? Anyway, how 
about letting me wheel you into 
the children’s ward and let the 
kids see you work magic with a 


knife and a block of wood?” 
“Sure,” said Jason. 


He went in every day after that. 
Most of the children didn’t want 
to know how to carve, but they 
liked to watch. He made brooches 
and bracelets and necklaces for 
the girls and initialed tie clips for 
the boys. He spent his own money 
for the wood and bright enamels 
and hardware for the pins and 
clips. But it was worth it to see 
the delight of the children. 


Jim came to see him one even- 
ing. He came almost every even- 
ing and watched his father carving, 
but this evening Jason laid his 
carving aside. It was delicate work 
on a piece of black walnut and he 
didn’t trust his hands tonight. 

“Tll be leaving the hospital on 
Monday,” he said. 

“I know,” said Jim. “I thought 
you'd be more comfortable in the 
downstairs back room. We can cut 
a doorway into the garden—” 

“Wait a second,” said Jason. 
“I've been doing a lot of thinking 
here these last few weeks. I’ve still 
got some money left—” 


“Now don’t talk like that!” Jim 
cut in swiftly without waiting for 


him to finish. “That won't last 
long. You’re coming with me, and 
no argument! The house is yours, 
and I'll be living in it with you and 
all that I have is yours!” 


“And Anne?” asked Jason. 


“Well—not for a while yet. You 
see—” 


“Now just let me finish. See that 
box over in the corner? It’s full of 
wooden knick-knacks I’ve made 
sitting here. The nurse’s sister has 
a gift shop and she’s taken the 
whole works, and what’s more, 
they’re all done to order and sold 
already!” 


“But, Dad—” 


“Let me finish. That’s just the 
start. When I leave here on Mon- 
day, I’ve made a deal with a 
young fellow to drive me to Flori- 
da and I'll look over some of the 
little towns there where it'll be 
cheap to live, and I'll rent me a 
little cabin. I've got me a trade 
name for my carvings and some 
little stickers to paste on the back 
of each one. I’ve seen a man about 
making apartments out of my 
house. You and Anne can have one 
rent free for taking care of the 
place, if you want it, but the rent 
from the other two will pay my 
living expenses until I get on my 
feet with my carvings.” 

Jim was staring at him, speech- 
less. 

“There’s nothing wrong with my 
hands or their muscular co-ordina- 
tion,” Jason went on, “and I can 
get from my bed to the wheel 
chair by myself and do lots of 


ii 


THE BENT TWIG 


things myself. You’d be surprised, 
Jim, how self-sufficient I am.” 


“No, I can’t allow it!” Jim 
gasped finally. 

“You want to take care of me 
the rest of my life, don’t you son?” 

“Of course!” cried Jim, thinking 
his father was weakening. “You 
don’t need to worry about a thing 
—just take life easy!” 

“For twenty, maybe thirty or 
more years? And what would that 
do to me? You see, son, I raised 


you up to stand on your own feet, 
to be self reliant. Like the Bible 
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says, ‘As the twig is bent so the 
tree is inclined.’ Well, while I 
was teaching you, my own twigs 
got bent in the process. I can’t 
stand on my own feet physically, 
but figuratively I can, while I still 
have my mind and my hands and 
my self-respect. You wouldn’t take 
that away from me—would you? 
My self respect and my self reli- 
ance? I may be only half a man, 
but—” 

“Half a man?” Jim’s voice broke. 
“I only hope,” he whispered, “that 
I'll grow to be half the man you 
are!” 


“We'd like nine cents worth 
of candy - price no object!” 
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Your Vote Counts --- 
--- If You Cast It 


T. J. McInerney 


VEN in this critical President- 
ial election year, there are 
countless qualified American vo- 
ters who can be heard intoning 
that sorrowful, but misguided, old 
plaint: 


“Why should I vote—what does 
my one vote mean?” 


American history is replete with 
instances in which important elec- 
tions and vital issues were decided 
by a single ballot. Even if some 
of these instances occurred years 
ago, history has a habit of repeat- 
ing itself—and it could happen a- 
gain in our time. 

A remarkable example of the 
importance of one vote was the 
state election of Massachusetts in 
1840 when Marcus Morton de- 
feated Edward Everett for goveér- 
nor by one vote. 

It was a single ballot cast in the 
town election in Rhode Island in 
1811 that led to the declaration 
of war against England the fol- 
lowing year. A Federalist farmer, 
Abner Hastings, was hurrying to 
cast his vote before the polls clos- 
ed, but stopped to free a pig 
caught in a fence and arrived too 
late to vote. The result was that 
a Democratic-Republican was e- 
lected from that town by one vote. 
When the General Assembly con- 
vened some weeks later, a Demo- 
cratic-Republican U. S. Senator 
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was chosen on joint ballot by a 
majority of one, clearing the path 
for a declaration of war against 
Great Britain. 


More than a hundred years ago, 
a shift of one vote would have 
denied Texas admission to the 
Union. 

The importance of a single vote 
was demonstrated more recently 
when the Alaskan statehood bill 
was defeated in the U. S. Senate, 
45 to 44. 

In the true American tradition, 
how you vote and why is your 
own affair. It is important, how- 
ever, that every potential voter 
be completely familiar with the 
candidates, what they stand for, 
whom they are sponsored by and 
what their backgrounds are. 

This year there are local, state 
and national elections scheduled 
and what may be the ideal voting 
procedure on the local or state 
level may not apply nationally. 
Besides studying the candidates, 
voters should participate in local 
political meetings, using the op- 
portunity to ask questions and 
make their voices heard in the 
selection of candidates. 

A good rule of thumb in all 
cases is to vote for the candidates 
who, regardless of party, stand 
for the preservation of our divine 
heritage of free, Constitutional 
government, 


Catholic Youth U...S...A... 


Unity ...Sanctity... Action... 


Rev. J. Eugene Eiselein 


‘ “THE youth will decide the is- 
sue of the whole struggle, 
the student youth and still more 
the working-class youth.” 
Who said that? 


The above quotation is the op- 
ening line in the recent 331-page 
Report from the Subcommittee 
Investigating Tactics in Controll- 
ing Youth Organizations. It is from 
a “Letter by Lenin,” dated Feb- 
ruary 11, 1905. 


Youth are important. They are 
important to parents. They are im- 
portant to our nation. They are 
important to our enemies. They 
are important to Christ. 


Because youth are important to 
parents we know parents will be 
interested in reading what youth 
are doing, or what is being done 
for youth. 

Youth are fighting for our na- 
tion. They are studying to become 
our leaders of this and the next 
generation. Youth are the recept- 
ive vessels of truth and principle. 
God-fearing, God-loving youth are 
the hope of our nation. 

Because youth can be enkindled 
with fire, zeal, enthusiasm for a 
cause, the enemies of God and of 
our nation have sought to control 
them and their organizations. 

Youth are important to Christ. 
Not only as all of God’s creatures 
are important to Him Who re- 
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deemed them, but also in a special 
way. Christ has a special concern 
for His Youth because they are 
impressionable, can more easily be 
led to Him, can more easily be 
enkindled with fire, zeal, and en- 
thusiasm for His cause. 


National Youth Week 


Because of youth’s importance 
to you — to parents, the nation, 
to Christ, we felt you would be 
interested in the “U...S... 
A...” or the theme for 1952 
National Catholic Youth Week: 
“U nity ...S anctity ...A ction,” 
and the story behind the theme 
and the observance. 

The Feast of Christ the King, 

Sunday, October 26 will climax 
the second nation-wide observance 
of a week designed to focus at- 
tention on the contribution that 
the Church is making to the na- 
tion through its variety of youth 
organizations, programs, and 
movements. 
- Last year, the celebration was 
known as National C Y O Week. 
But the Dircetor of the Youth De- 
partment of the National Welfare 
Conference, Monsignor Joseph E. 
Schieder, enlarged the scope of the 
observance this year to include all 
youth groups sponsored directly by 
Church authorities as well as those 
sponsored by Catholic lay organ- 
izations. 
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If you or some member of your 
family enjoys membership in some 
form of youth group, would you 
be surprised to learn that some 
6,000,000 American youth of all 
races, colors or creeds are being 
served by Catholic youth organ- 
izations? 

Would you be surprised — as 
many people are — to learn that 
our Catholic youth programs serve 
such a wide age-range, seven to 
almost 30? 


And you will be more interested 
to know, very likely, that there has 
been a great deal of progress re- 
cently from programs that are pri- 
marily recreational, that is, ath- 
letic, to those that are spiritual and 
informally educational as_ well. 
More and more emphasis is being 
placed on producing leaders for 
the community and the nation. 


When you see the eye-catching 
red, white, and blue official Youth 
Week Poster you will be quite 
proud of yourself to be able to 
explain the behind-the-scenes story 
of the theme. The “U...S...A...”, 
of course, was chosen to focus at- 
tention of the nation on the need 
for what is being done, and the 
value of the contribution that is 
being made by Catholic Youth to 
the U.S.A. 


Unity Of Purpose 
U nity. Although there is a variety 

in the names and ap- 

proaches of the pro- 
grams, organizations, and move- 
ments, there is a basic u nit y of 
purpose: the development of lead- 
ers — citizens for Heaven and the. 
United States. These movements 


are characterized by a common 
set of ideals, a common 
Faith. 

S anctity. The core of Catholic 
youth movements is the 
striving for goodness and 

holiness; also, leaders of youth 

strive to develop character and to 


educate for adherence to law: 

God’s Law, and the laws of 
nation, state and com- 
munity. 

A ction. The u nit y of faith 
and purpose, plus the 


hoped-forsanctity 
of these young Americans, 
should necessarily be expressed in 
action. This action, under 
the direction of the Hierarchy and 
the assisting clergy can become 
Catholic Action. 

Action is natural to youth. And 
we can be proud of. Catholic 
Youth, U. S. A., for they are ex- 
pressing their active energies in 
projects for parishes, for institu- 
tions, for dioceses. And they are 
participating in civic projects. 
Civil Defense, blood donor cam- 
paigns, assistance to the needy at 
home and abroad. But their great- 
est contribution is in terms of 
leadership for good in the home, 
community, state, and nation. 


So much for the theme. Here 
are a few facts about the Youth 
Department “family” sponsoring 
the Catholic Youth Week celebra- 
tion: In representing all of the 
Bishops of the country in the field 


of Catholic Youth Work, the 
Youth Department, N.C.W.C., 
serves three main groups of 


youth or those working for youth: 
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1) The new National Council 
of Catholic Youth. 


2) The new National Catholic 
Camping Association. 
8) Diocesan Youth Bureaus. 


The new National Council of 
Catholic Youth is made up of the 
National Federation of Catholic 
College Students (NFCCS) — 
these are the student bodies of 
Catholic students on campuses of 
Catholic institutions: the new Na- 
tional Federation of Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Councils (NFDC 
YC) — this is made up, primarily, 
of young adults (age about 17 to 
30) in parish-centered diocesan 
youth programs, known mainly as 
CYO groups, yet also represent- 
ative of the younger high school 
groups; and the National Newman 
Club Federation (NNCF) — Clubs 
of Catholic students on the cam- 
puses of non-Catholic institutions. 


The new National Catholic 
Camping Association is at the ser- 
vice of some 400 Catholic camps 
serving youth ages to 6 to 16. If 
you want to know where to send 
your sons or daughters to camp 
next summer, write to the Youth 
department, N.C.W.C., 1312 Mas- 
sachusetts Ave., N.W., Washing- 
ton 5, D.C. for a new Directory of 
Catholic Camps. 


The Diocesan Youth Bureaus 


are scattered among the 130 dio- 
ceses of the country. They are 
headed by Diocesan Youth Direct- 
ors appointed by the Bishops of 
the various dioceses. 


Family And Relations 


And the immediate “family” of 
the Youth Department has some 
very close relations — the national 
movements that enjoy some sort 
of affiliation or method of cooper- 
ation with this agency of the Bish- 
ops: Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, 
Columbian Squires, Daughters of 
Isabella (Junior Circles), Girl 
Scouts, and Junior Catholic 
Daughters. 

Then there are those very close 
friends of the family who are not 
officially affiliated with the Youth 
Department, but who form a part 
of the total picture of Catholic 
Youth groups in the nation: The 
Blue Army, the Christophers, the 
Fighting 69th, Junior Holy Name, 
the Legion of Mary, the Sodality 
of the Blessed Virgin, the Young 
Christian Students and the Young 
Christian Workers. 

Family Digest readers are asked 
to join in this nation-wide cele- 
bration and to pray that the Cath- 
olic Youth movement in the United 
States may continue to develop in 
the U.S.A. — in Unity, Sanctity, 
Action. 


“With regard to those clients of Mary, who with a sincere 
desire to amend are faithful in honoring and recommending 
themselves to her, it is, I maintain, morally impossible that such 


should be lost.”—St. Alphonsus. 


“Those who refuse to serve Mary will perish.”—St. Albert 


the Great. 


The Dynamo Behind Going to School — Part II 


Love of Learning _ 


Sister Mary, 1.H.M. 


Most little children like school. 

A great many older ones do 
not. Boys, especially, often fight 
the idea of learning. Yet, going to 
school is the youngster’s most ser- 
ious duty — it is literally God’s 
Will for him. 

We cannot overestimate the im- 
portance of the child learning 
much and learning it well, during 
the eight or twelve, or more, years 
he is in school. On this learning 
and training hinges a man or wo- 
man’s opportunity to live adult life 
fully and to serve God and coun- 
try well. The use of the gifts given 
as native endowment to an indiv- 
idual in time unquestionable, and 
in eternity in all probability, will 
‘depend upon the fulfillment of the 
‘childhood duty of going to school 
to learn. Yes, the work of the 
school years is certainly far reach- 
ing and of great importance. 


Ambition Is Lacking 


It is part of the glory of the 
American democratic concept that 
it has conceived the ideal of edu- 
cational opportunity for every 
child equally, and in accordance 
with his gifts. While it is true that 
opportunities lag behind the great 
ideal, it is also true that for most 
American families and their child- 
ren the will to profit by opportun- 
ity lags far behind the opportun- 
ities available to them. 


To put it simply, most Ameri- 
cans have had many more oppor- 
tunities for education than those 
of which they have taken advan- 
tage. 

We are especially concerned 
about this fact relative to our 
Catholic children so many of 
whom are highly gifted and whose 
talents are sorely needed for God 
and country today. Yet, it is the 
sad fact that many of these child- 
ren are lacking ambition. They 
spend the years of youth squander- 
ing both time and energy, satis- 
fied just to “get by” in school. 

Parents have a serious duty to 
cultivate in their children a whole- 
some ambition to be educated men 
and women. The first step in this 
process is to plant deeply in their 
hearts a love of learning. We teach 
them this love as we teach them 
any other love. We give the ex- 
ample of it. Any man or woman 
who has lived long enough to have 
a child in school, must surely have 
acquired in the school of life, a 
great deal of experience! 


There are the great experiences 
of having loved, of having follow- 
ed one’s vocation, of having en- 
tered marriage with a chosen part- 
ner, of having met the challenge 
of bringing a new life into the 
world, of providing for it, of train- 
ing it, of loving it — these great 


28 


LOVE OF LEARNING 29 


experiences must surely have 
kindled again and again the desire 
to know more and to be better 
prepared. They must have created 
the wish that the past with its 
opportunities had been used to 
better advantage. 


‘ A father’s work experience, a 
mother’s household and neighbor- 
hood: duties, the social and civic 
contacts of husband and wife, the 
-religious experiences of both — all 
of these must create a desire to 
learn more; must arouse, in earn- 
est men and women, the regret 
-that preparation was not better. 


Teach By Example 


Here is the material of which a 
love of learning is born in the 
hearts of an older generation. This 
love, this desire to know better in 
order to live better, should give 
birth to a wholesome ambition, not 
only for themselves but for their 
children. To the young, by a word 
at times, but much more often by 
the example of what their parents 
are, what they prize, the values 
they think worth the striving, will 
be transmitted to the new genera- 
tion of love of learning. To the 
children is given a practical con- 
viction that the development of 
the mind is a great good. More 
than this, there is transmitted to 
the children the realization that 
the development of their minds up 
to the limits set for them by Di- 
vine Providence in the powers 
given them, is a serious duty, the 
expression of God’s Will for them. 

-This last point is important— 
within the limits set for them by 
Divine Providence. It is unwhole- 


some ambition to refuse to take 


into account these providential 
limitations. Sometimes the limits 
are in the mental powers them- 
selves: one must be honest in not 
forcing a child who has the intel- 
ligence and skill to be a good 
mechanic or a good craftsman, but 
not more, into a profession; and, 
too, one must be honest in aiding 
the child whose intellectual en- 
dowment cries out for higher edu- 
cation to attain his goal. 

God has endowed the child with 
the mental gifts he possesses. 
Despite a false concept of equality, 
children are not equally endowed. 
A child’s endowment is the key 
to his place in life. 

The mental ability of a child is 
the key-limitation in education. 
However, it is not the only limit- 
ation. Il] health may put limits on 
reasonable ambition. This, too, 
must be regarded, when all has 
been done that can be done to 
benefit it, as a limit set on the 
individual by Divine Providence. 

The circumstances of one’s en- 
vironment is another limitation 
which is placed upon people in 
God’s Providence. A brilliant boy 
born in the wilds of Michigan 150 
years ago could not have the op- 
portunities for mental develop- 
ment that a boy of the same intel- 
ligence born in 1950, will have. 

A girl finishing High School at 
the head of her class, the oldest 
of a large family in ordinary cir- 
cumstances, must take the limita- 
tion placed on her education as 
coming from God, if her father 
dies and she must go to work to 
help her mother carry on. God has 
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many ways of placing limitations 
on us. But within the boundaries 
of these, recognizing them and ac- 
cepting them, we must strive to 
vision our goal and then use our 
powers to the fullest degree to at- 
tain that goal. Less than this is 
base ingratitude (and may well be 
culpable negligence) to the great- 
est of Benefactors, a generous 


God. 
Not For Money Only 


Love of learning does not culti- 
vate the ambition to make a lot 
of money. Many people today de- 
sire education only for its econom- 
ic benefits. If this desire to make 
money is a person’s first motive in 
striving for education, it will un- 
dermine the moral character of 
the individual and make of his 
life a worldly, materialistic thing. 

Here perhaps, as nowhere else 
except in the realm of purely sup- 
ernatural values, Our Lord’s words 
ring true: “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God and His justice and 
all things else shall be added unto 
you.” If we cultivate a love of 
learning in order that it may do 
the things to us that God has or- 
dained learning to do — make us 
fully rational, filling us with truth 
and goodness and beauty — then 
the proper need of this world’s 
goods will come to us. 


Not For Power 


Love of learning must not be 
turned to the end of seeking pow- 
er any more than to that of seek- 
ing money. It is true, learning 
places in the hands of man great 
power. In the social or the polit- 


ical order, in the economic world, 
in the world of letters, in science 
with its various professions, in the 
ecclesiastical and the Spiritual or- 
der, learning is a source of power. 
But all of this power is merely 
the road to the service of God and 
of one’s fellow men. 

If this power is made to serve 
self, love of learning has a way of 
short-circuiting, hardening and 
calcifying the human heart. It 
does its work very rapidly, too. 


Love of learning is intended by 
its Creator, to culivate and then 
to release great energies in man— 
energies of intellect and imagina- 
tion and will. 


Love of learning is intended by 
its Creator to direct these energies 
into the channels of truth and 
charity and thus make man most 
fully man. It does this because it 
brings him to the full realization 
of his goals as expressed in the 
first and greatest commandment, 
to love God, and in the second 
which is like unto the first, to love 
neighbor. 

A true love of learning and a 
love of true learning will bring 
man to no less a goal of service 
than this ideal, this goal set for 
him by God Himself. 

In view of all of this, it is cer- 
tain that an attitude of indiffer- 
ence to education on the part of 
parents constitutes a grave injust- 
ice to their children and to society. 
Ignorance, partial or complete, 
cripples the child’s power to 
achieve the reason for which he 
was made by an interested and 
loving Father, God! 


il 


Both Can Help Each Other... 


The Family And Television 


Martin H. Work 


SOME of my friends have caus- 

tically suggested that a more 
appropriate title for this article 
might be “The Family versus 
Television.” They view television 
with not only a bloodshot, but 
with a jaundiced eye. To them it is 
the latest and most vicious in a 
long line of electronic develop- 
ments destined to destroy home 
life. 

But there were those, who with 
equally bloodshot eyes expressed 
the hope that I wouldn't follow 
the currently popular trend of 
hanging television on the yard 
arm of smart generalization and 
superficial criticism. They think 
television has contributed more to 
family life than any other develop- 
ment in modern history. 

Apparently no one is indifferent 
to television these days—it has its 
swom enemies and its unquestion- 
ing devotees. 

My personal position in the cur- 
rent television hostilities, and the 
one that I would recommend to 
all who are interested in promot- 
ing the family apostolate, is one 
that follows the virtuous middle 
path. 


Television is certainly not ready 


for canonization—nor should it be 
flung into “exterior darkness”— 
yet. 
Television is just a child, with 
much to learn and a long life 
ahead. At the present time it 
stands as potentially the greatest 
mass media of communication the 
mind of man has yet conceived— 
with a power for good or evil that 
is immeasurable. Whether it be- 
comes a “Saint” or “Sinner” is a 
matter that we, the American pub- 
lic, will determine. 


At the present time the televis- 
ion industry is dangerously flirting 
with the devil and if it isn’t care- 
ful it will end up on the wrong 
side of the moral tracks, and be 
outlawed from those homes of 
America where morality and de- 
cency are still held in high esteem. 


Home No Nightclub 


The television industry must 
conceive of the home not as a 
nightclub in which the entertain- 
ment consists of a cheap floor 
show featuring scantily clad danc- 
ers and off-color slapstick comed- 
ians, but as a church in miniature. 
If the home is as sacred as the 
church, dramas will not justify 
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suicide, divorce of convenience, 


.drunkenness, lust, and violence. 


Speaking of violence, just re- 
cently one group of California 
mothers cooked dinner early and 
put in four hours of televiewing to 
find out what their children were 
seeing as daily TV fare. Accord- 
ing to their report there were thir- 
teen murders and assorted killings; 
fourteen sluggings; six kidnap- 
pings; five holdups; three explos- 
ions and dynamitings; three black- 
mail and extortions; three thiever- 
ies; two armed robberies; two 
arson cases; one lynching; one tor- 
ture scene; one induced miscar- 
riage. Now, that’s quite an assort- 
ment of crimes for just one after- 
noon’s children’s television fare. 


There have been literally a doz- 


en or more studies made of the 


effect of television listening on the 
personality, morals, and education 


of children. The results are con- 


fused and self contradictory. 
Some draw the conclusion that 


TV harms the child because it be- 
comes the “baby sitter”. for the 
family, thus minimizing parental 
contact; because it substitutes pas- 
sive entertainment for active 
self recreation with the family; 
because it takes time formerly 
spent in studying and it stimulates 
the emotions of children with ex- 
cessive violence and highly drama- 
tic and imaginary programs. 

One survey in Evanston, Illinois, 
indicated that children were piling 
up TV listening time at the -rate 
of three hours daily and estimated 
that children will spend more 


hours before a FV set in a year 
than they will in schools. 

Still other studies prove that the 
television screen has brought par- 
ents and children closer together 
by keeping the family at home 
more; that television shows, such 
as cowboy films, are excellent out- 
lets for children’s aggressiveness. 


Some surveys report educators 
as saying that improved vocabular- 
ies, greater knowledge of current 
affairs and exposure to new inter- 
ests are definite advantages to TV. 

A survey of children and edu- 
cators proves that TV takes time 
away from reading. A survey of 
public libraries in 100 cities re- 
veals that children are actually 
reading more. 


Decide For Yourself 


When all the researchers have 
finished asking their questions and 
drawing their conclusions it is still 
the family, the father and mother, 
who must make their own judg- 
ment of the effect of television in 
their own home. I think that we 
Catholics have excellent judgment 
in such matters for one very self 
evident reason. We have a fixed 
moral code against which to meas- 
ure what we see and hear. We 
know what is right and what is 
wrong, even though to a certain 
extent our consciences have been 
dulled by the “slow strain of the 
world.” We know what is wrong 
with television and are often arti- 
culate in our condemnation. 

Television brings into our homes 
many hours of innocent and 
healthful entertainment. It brings 
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us great actors and singers, great 
plays and music. As a public ser- 
vice it brings before our eyes the 
news of the world, public events 
and public figures. Day after day 
in some form television is fulfilling 
at least partially its responsibility 
to the public as custodian of the 
public property of the airwaves. 
Television is also devoting an 
increasing amount of time to re- 
ligion. For example, the National 
Council of Catholic Men is pro- 
ducing the Catholic programs on 
the first national network televis- 
ion religious series, “Frontiers of 
Faith.” I wonder how many of 
our Catholic parents have ever 
dropped a note to NBC to thank 
them for this series, or how many 
parents have ever praised public- 
ly the countless entertaining and 
informative programs that they 
have enjoyed free of charge 
through the past few years. By 
not praising and condemning with 
impartial fairness we vitiate the 
influence that we might bring to 
bear on the future of television. 


Before condemning _ television, 
and all those associated with it, to 
a long and unhappy life amidst 
fire and brimstone we must re- 
member first of all that television 
is a creature of its time and envir- 
onment. It will not be much bet- 
ter than the rest of the world that 
it lives in. Secondly, some of its 
sins are the result of its amazing 
growth, its instable appetite for 
program material, both of which 
caused television’s idea men and 
talent scouts to search through 
every theatrical boarding house 


and library to unearth material 
that today parades through 
our living rooms preceded and 
followed by marching cigar- 
ettes, cartoon characters that magi- 
cally appear to perform an amaz- 
ing number of tricks with every- 
thing from scouring pads to hand 
lotion. I believe that the pro- 
grams that we object to can be 
traced not to a deliberate attempt 
to undermine good taste, morality 
and decency, but rather to the rea- 
sons I have just enumerated. _ __ 

What can you do about televis- 
ion in your home? The answer in 
a sense is quite simple: don’t you 
or any member of your family 
watch offensive programs; protest 
to the station, the sponsor, the net- 
work, programs that violate Chris- 
tian standards of decency and mor- 


ality; encourage your family to. 


watch good programs. Let the 
station, sponsor and network know 
the programs you approve as well 
as the ones you disapprove. 


I would like to make one more 
specific suggestion on what you 
can do to raise the moral standards 
of television. Some months ago 
the television industry itself began 
to realize that the public criticism 
was mounting against immoral 
dramatic plots and dialogue, and 
indecency in actions, against vul- 
garity and violence, against excess- 
es of many kinds; they knew that 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and Congress were becom- 
ing alarmed and dangerously close 
to taking restrictive action. So 
they adopted a code of conduct. 
and to every television, station and 
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network subscribing to this code 
was given permission to display 
a Seal of Good Practice. Viola- 
tions of the Code are to be pun- 
ished by withdrawal of the Seal. 
The Code went into effect 
March Ist of this year—it is in 
most respects a good code, estab- 
lishing standards that are in keep- 
ing with Christian morality. I 
would like to suggest to you that 
pne of the most practical steps that 
you as members of the family can 
take to raise the program stand- 
ards of television is te” write to the 
Review Board, 1771 N. St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C., whenever you 
see a program that violates com- 
monly accepted standards of mor- 


| ality and good taste. Be specific 


on the station call letters, the name 
eof the program, the time you 
heard it, and the reasons for your 
complaint. 

NCCM has excerpted the per- 
tinent parts of this rather exten- 
sive Code and will be glad to 
supply interested individuals with 
copies which could serve as a 
guide to judging whether or not 
television stations are living up 
to their own Code. 


Cooperation Needed 


In my opinion the television in- 
dustry is making a sincere and 
honest effort to control and re- 
strain itself. They need our co- 
operation for a fair trial We 
should give it to them whole- 
heartedly. If we find that the in- 
dustry is able to police itself with 
the assistance of an alert public 
opinion, the problem will be solv- 
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ed. However, if it cannot, then 
it may be time to take other more 
drastic action to protect the sanc- 
tities of homes. 


While it is true that there are 
only 108 television stations at the 
present time, it is expected that 
within five years nearly 1,000 new 
stations will be in operation, and 
within 10 years, over 2,000. This 
country will be as saturated with 
television stations as it is with 
radio stations. I hope that this 
awe-inspiring possibility will dis- 
turb the equanimity of those of 
you who have felt television was 
not a problem of your concern 
simply because you are presently 
beyond the reach of existing sta- 
tions. 

If there are only 108 television 
stations is the problem a serious 
one at the present time? Yes, of 
course it is. The fundamental 
level and tone of television pro- 
gramming is being set now for all 
the years of the future. Obvious- 
ly this is not the only reason. For 
example, these 108 stations will 
be found in the 63 major popula- 
tion areas of the country and in 
54 districts. They can reach 16 
million television receivers with 
an average audience of 3% persons 
per set or a total audience of 56 
million people. If by any chance 
you are inclined to under-estimate 
the importance of this TV audi- 
ence you'll probably be interest- 
ed in learning that advertisers last 
year spent 156 million dollars just 
to show them about their product. 
In six years, 108 television sta- 
tions have surpassed the income 
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of 2,900 radio stations. Television 
is big business now—and it hasn't 
rounded the first turn in its futur- 
ity race. 


There is one basic reason why 
television has grown so rapidly 
and why its future holds so much 
promise . . . Business, big and lit- 
tle, anyone who has something 
to sell to the public realizes that 
television is the most potent media 
that exists for reaching the minds 
and forming opinions of people. 


We have been speaking so far 
about television in negative terms, 
discussing it as a problem and 
a phenomena of our time, sug- 
gesting attitudes and actions. I 
would like to close this article 
with a few suggestions of a more 
positive nature, and perhaps more 
specifically applicable to the fam- 
ily apostolate program. 


Religion is receiving more and 
more television time . . . that is 
true not only of the national net- 
works but of local stations. This 
development, it seems to me, pre- 
sents all of us who are working out 
a diocesan family life program a 
magnificent opportunity to bring 
its aims into the very homes we 
are trying to make more Christian. 

While time for religious pro- 
grams on the present 108 stations 
may be limited, particularly in 
one station cities, we should be 
prepared to take advantage of the 
time that will become available 
in increasing amounts as new tele- 
vision stations come into existence. 

Television requires many, many 
more hours of preparation, plan- 


ning, rehearsal than its older, 
though far from senile brother, 
radio. 

It will tax your time, your talent 
and your imagination, but the re- 
wards in terms of effective teach- 
ing will be well worth it. 

Constructive Possibilities 


Can’t you visualize a whole 
series of programs built around 
the family sacramentals, giving 
the history, the meaning of the 
symbols, demonstrating the  sac- 
ramentals with members of the 
family in the cast, and stressing 
the importance of them to every 
family trying to sanctify their 
homes? And what about marriage 
preparation courses, and Cana 
conferences? Staged properly, 
planned well, they could be en- 
tertaining and informative. The 
Family Rosary is television ma- 
terial, a narrator, a family and 
rosary slides, perhaps a choir is all 
that’s needed. 

Special events built around the 
program of diocesan family life 
conventions similar to those that 
have been held in connection with 
this National Conference; or in re- 
lation to Family Hour Hours, the 
renewal of marriage promises and, 
of course, the Sacrament of Matri- 
mony itself, its divine origin, its 
symbolism, its meaning, would 
make a most effective family life 
television program. 

You who are working so closely 
with the program of the Family 
Life Bureau can probably visualize 
many more ways in which this me- 
dium of television can be made to 


serve in a positive practical way 


ar 


the interest of 
living. 
In summary I would say that 


Christian Family 


innocent nor totally guilty—it is 
neither a canonized Saint nor an 
ivredeemable sinner . . . it is good 
and bad. The good we should 
praise—the bad we should con- 
ccmn—not just among ourselves 
but to those responsible for their 
production—I feel sure that we 
will be listened to attentively. 

Supported by an alert public 
opinion the television industry 
should be able to control itself— 
however, if it fails we should not 
hesitate to take more effective 


television is neither completely © 
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steps to organize and apply out- 
side controls. 
We cannot criticize television as 
being immoral, irreligious, and in- 
decent without being prepared to 
fulfill our responsibility of produc- 
ing religious programs when we 
are called upon, and cooperating 
with the stations in all of their ef-. 
forts to improve program stand- 


Lastly, we owe it to our Faith, 
to our family life apostolate to use 
this media, this motion picture 
theatre of the home, to teach, to 
inform all who will watch and- 
listen on the Christian principles 
of Family Life. 


ue “e 


*i'm not asking for 
steak - just a new hat!” 
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Not All Hokum 


Interesting Things 


HAVE you ever wondered if 
as hypnotism? The answer is “Yes.” 
Today, hypnotism is a well-recog- 
nized state, resembling ordinary 
sleep, which can be induced by 
the suggestions and operations of 
the hypnotist. 


For at least 200 years, however, 
hypnotism has been handicapped 
by a split personality. As in the 
case of a two-headed calf, it has 
been difficult to guess exactly 
where it was going. Benjamin 
Franklin, for example, ‘shook his 
head and called its practice as bad 
as its theory. A hundred years 
later, the British Medical Society 
returned a favorable report on it. 
Since then, hypnotism has been 
violently praised by some, violent- 
ly criticized by others. 


In relatively recent years, there 
has been a great revival of interest 
in hypnotism. Medical use of hyp- 
nosis is becoming generally recog- 
nized by most of the judicious men 
of the profession at present. In 
the near future your dentist may 
suggest it so that you won't feel 
pain while he is working on a 
cavity. If you want to give up 
smoking or drinking, a posthyp- 
notic suggestion may help you. If 


there is actually such a thing. 


/ 


About Hypnotism 


0. A. Battista 


your wife wants to reduce, a hyp- 
notist may take away her desire 
for starchy foods. Children suffer- 
ing from such diversified ailments 
as cross-eyes and stammering have 
been cured by hypnosis. Many 
obstetricians think it can aid pain- 
less childbirth. Insomnia sufferers 
have been helped by it when drugs 
failed. 


Today, hypnotism is fast-grow- 
ing into a science. In many of- 
ficial circles, it ‘is considered in a 
class with powerful drugs. It can 
be helpful or harmful and, like 
many life-saving drugs, it must be 
handled with professional care. 
Even so eminent an authority as 
Dr. Nolan Lewis of Columbia Uni- 
versity’s famed Neurological In- 
stitute has gone on record with the 
following statement; “Hypnotism 
definitely has been found useful 
in the diagnosis and cure of certain 
psychological disorders.” 


Although scientists cannot offer 
a complete explanation of hypnot- 
ism, there seems no doubt that it 
is, in effect, a phenomenon related 
to the phenomenon of sleep. On 
the other hand, some doctors think 
that hypnosis dulls our conscious 
mind, and our subconscious mind 
takes over. This mind is so used to 
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taking orders from our conscious 
mind that it automatically obeys 
any command it hears. This seems 
to be as good an explanation as 
any. 

There are certain facts about 
hypnotism that everybody should 
know. For instance, you cannot 
be hypnotized, unless you wish to 
be. The willful consent of the in- 
dividual involved is an essential 
prerequisite. Some people may be 
hypnotized more readily than 
others. No harmful mental or phy- 
sical defects have been known to 
result from the legitimate applica- 
tion of hypnotism. 


While there may seemingly be 
unquestioned obedience to the 
operator's will during the trance, 
nature has put a valuable safety 
factor or brake on the carrying out 
of harmful suggestions. A subject 
will never do anything directly in 
violation of his moral code. A hyp- 
notized person will not commit any 
act, criminal or otherwise, which 
he would not be willing to do 
when awake, if it ran contrary to 
his principles. 

The deeply hypnotized subject 
can open his eyes, talk, laugh and 
walk about. The hypnotist not only 
controls the subject’s thoughts 
within the limitations stated; he 
controls the entire nervous system. 
The subject’s hearing can be made 
so acute that he can hear a pin 
drop a hundred feet away. 

Chronic worriers, alarmists and 
weak-willed persons are very sus- 
ceptible to hypnosis. This is why 
“spellbinding” demagogues are 


likely to succeed during times of 
national anxiety. 


In its broadest aspects, it is 
generally believed that there are 
two forms of hypnosis: “informal” 
and “formal.” Informal hypnosis 
is tried on us every day of our 
lives: the radio commercial that 
monotonously repeats the same 
idea. 


Formal hypnosis depends for its 
power on the trance state, or “hyp- 
notic sleep” induced by a combina- 
tion of eyestrain and suggestion 
from the hypnotist. Old-time hyp- 
notists used to induce eyestrain in 
the subject by telling him to stare 
into their eyes. Actually, the eyes 
have no hypnotic power. Modern 
hypnotists usually have their sub- 
jects stare at a bright coin or at a 
spot in the ceiling. To facilitate re- 
laxation, the subject is told to 
breathe deeply and at a definite 
rhythm. 


Cataleptic rigidity of the entire 
body is a favorite feat of the stage 
hypnotist. The subject is asked to 
lie down while hypnotized, com- 
plete body rigidity is suggested 
and he soon becomes stiff and 
board-like. 

When fully rigid, he is lifted 
and placed across two chairs, re- 
maining suspended between them. 
To make this more spectacular, 
several people may be invited to 
sit on his body, which is capable 
of supporting extraordinary weight. 
For this the chair must be placed 
under the shoulders and never 
under the head or neck. 


Sometimes the “professor” 
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places a large stone on the vic- 
tim’s stomach and breaks it with 
a sledge hammer—a very danger- 
ous procedure, as more than one 
stage hypnotist of former days dis- 
covered, After all, there is no con- 
dition in hypnosis which will 
change the composition of the 
body. Bones will break just as 
easily or the flesh bruise as badly 
in hypnosis as in the waking state. 


Anesthesia is one of the most 
important phases of hypnosis be- 
cause it has definite practical 
value. Almost any part of the body 
may be anesthetized by means of 
hypnotism—an arm or a leg, for 
example. This is achieved by re- 
peated suggestion, after the patient 
has been hypnotized. By this 
means, emergency surgery follow- 
ing a serious accident has been 
done without pain to the patient. 
In some cases, painless dentistry 
has been performed on a patient 
while hypnotized. But it is impera- 
tive that only a competent and 
honest hypnotist should ever be 
permitted to apply hypnotic anes- 
thesia to preclude possible after ef- 
fects. 


There is a logical theory as to 
how anesthesia of this nature is 
established, though actual proof is 
impossible with our present know- 
ledge of neurology. The nerves of 
the human body carry faint electri- 
cal currents or impulses to and 
from the brain. 


The nerves are made up of in- 
numerable minute fleshy “wires” 
called neurons which connect with 
each other at points called synap- 


ses. These are infinitesimal brushes | 


much like those of electric genera- 
tors. Electrical impulses traveling 
along the nerves can be cut off 
when the synapses are opened, 
and the neurons seem to have the 
ability to break the contacts. 


The theory is that during hyp- 
notic anesthesia there is a short- 
circuiting of the electrical impulses 
of pain that normally would reach 
the brain while a given area of the 
body is affected. In a way, it is 
similar to turning a switch to cut 
off the current going to a given 
outlet. However, unquestionable 
proof of this explanation is yet to 
be had. 


A professional New York hyp- 
notist has a growing list of suc- 
cesses to his credit. He uses his 
hypnotic ability to aid alcoholics 
develop an effective distaste for 
the witch’s brew. Other practi- 
tioners specialize in curing drug 
addicts of their dreadful habit. 
One of the most promising applica- 
tions of hypnotism is in the curing 
of certain cases of stuttering. 


Several of the experts I ques- 
tioned, however, had this advice 
and word of caution to offer: 
“Don’t describe hypnotism as a 
cure-all, It is seldom used by itself 
in psychiatric treatment. Occasion- 
ally it is extremely successful. 
Often, it is not. There is, indeed, 


such a thing as hypnotism. But it 


is in a class with strong drugs. It 
can be helpful or harmful. It never 
should be used by anyone who is 


not an expert.” 


J My Friend Has 


A Pocketful Of Hope 


ELEVEN -year old Jane was sing- 
ing as I came upon her from 
behind. She was sitting in the 
lawn swing, pushing it in time to 
her tune. This is what I heard:— 
“Mother has a Rosary, 
Its beads are smooth 
and worn. 
Without it in her pocket 
She’d surely be forlorn.” 


“What song is that, Jane,” I 
asked her as I stepped around so 
she could see me. 

“Why, Kate! I didn’t know you 
were here. I wasn’t singing any 
song ‘specially . . . it’s just one I 
made up about mother.” 

“About your mother?” I queried. 


“Yes, she always has her Rosary 
in her pocket . . . she'll be so glad 
to see you. We didn’t know you 
were back from your trip.” 


I made my way into the house 
through the usual obstacle course 
of doll-buggy, wagons and roller- 
skates. My friend Mary has four 
children. It has always seemed re- 
markable to me how she enjoys her 
lot . . . especially as she had 
given up a wonderful career in the 
business world for marriage and a 
housefull of babies. 

Mary was ironing. She was al- 


ways ironing . .. or mending or 
baking cookies, all of which seem 


Catherine E. Miller 


to go with raising a large family. 
She greeted me with her usual 
cherry smile. Nothing seemed to 
get Mary “down.” Even when Jim, 
her husband, lost his health and 
consequently his good job... 
people talked then about Mary 
and her wonderful disposition. It 
was ‘nothing new to me though. 


After she had exhausted her 
supply of questions concerning my 
vacation trip, she put on the cof- 
fee pot and cleared the ironing off 
the table. This, to me was the best 
of housekeeping. Good, sweet 
Mary, always interested in people’s 
jobs, vacations, troubles and their 
physical needs. Over a cup of cof- 
fee we could reminisce in luxurious 
comfort. 


“Now I've told you all about my 
trip . . . about yourself. What have 
you been doing . . . or should I 
ask? Don’t you ever feel like walk- 
ing out on all this work? And by 
the way, did you know that Janie 
is singing a song about you out 
there in the swing?” All this as I 
pulled a chair up to the table. 


“Oh that Janie,” said Mary, “she 
is always, composing songs and 
poems. So, this one is about me?” 

“Yes, something about Mother’s 
Rosary.” I answered. 


Mary’s hand slipped into her 
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apron pocket and came out with 
her Rosary. She looked at it fondly, 
then put it back with a little pat. 


“There it is and there it stays!” 

“You mean you always have it in 
your pocket?” I asked. 

“Yes, or in my coat pocket if 
I’m out somewhere.” 

“Well, that’s very nice, but 
why?” I asked. 

Mary sat down. “Kate,” she said, 
“I’ve just recently learned what a 
powerful weapon this little chain 
of beads can be against the wiles 
and snares of the devil . . . against 
the self-pitying feeling that comes 
when things all seem to go wrong. 
This little Rosary in my pocket is 
my best insurance. 

“I find myself saying the Rosary 
several times a day. Not as I used 
to say it. . . maybe once a week.” 

“Maybe I just get to say one 
decade before the baby wakes and 
has to be fed. While I’m waiting 
for a cake to come out of the oven 

. . or if I should find myself so 
fortunate to have a few minutes 
in which to sit and do nothing.” 

“Call it a habit if you wish... 
but it’s a nice one and a very 
comforting one too, one that is 


sure to tide me over all the rough 
times that may be ahead. With 
four children to raise in a troubled 
world, God knows I'll need all the 
strength and fortitude I can get. 
And this is where I'll find it.” Mary 
patted her pocket again. 


“Do you know the promise our 
Blessed Mother made to St. Domi- 
nic? She promised her special pro- 
tection to all who said her Rosary 
devoutly. She said, “Those who 
shall recite my Rosary, piously 
considering it’s mysteries, will not 
be overwhelmed by misfortune nor 
die a bad death. The sinner will 
be converted, the just will grow in 
Grace and become worthy of 
Eternal Life.’” 

Another promise was, “What 
you shall ask through my Rosary 
you shall obtain.” And, “Those 
who propagate my Rosary will ob- 
tain through me aid in all their 
necessities.” 

Mary smiled. “Yes,” she said, 
“my Rosary is my very best in- 
surance. I cannot afford to be 
without it ever! I needn’t worry 
about the children. I find now that 
we are not raising them alone. 
Blessed Mother is helping us.” 


I wish I had my friend’s faith. 


Our Lady’s Minuet 


Our Lady in a gay-lit ballroom! It happened in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, when eighty-two debutants were presented to Cardinal 
Gilroy. Each girl carried a bouquet of roses. After presen- 
tation they laid their bouquets, one by one, at the foot of Our 
Lady’s statue. The debs then knelt, their partner standing at 
their sides, and publicly dedicated themselves to Our Lady. The 
orchestra struck up the music and a graceful minuet commenc- 


ed.—Perpetual Help. 


Helpful Fun And Funful Help 


Kate Knese 


Mother, I like to help you!” 

Our family had been hav- 
ing fun doing our household 
chores together. Yes, you can have 
fun directing the tasks of your chil- 
dren if you employ a little imagina- 
tion. Their enthusiastic cooperation 
will not only save you energy, but 
also will contribute to their train- 
ing. Here are several ways in which 
our children help me: 

1. When there is much to be put 
away as on washday, we play a 
game. The youngsters stand in a 
row—four or five of them—and I 
hand an article to one and say 
where it is to be put; I then hand 
another to a second with instruc- 
tions, and so on. As soon as each 
has put his item away, he takes 
his place in the row, awaiting an- 
other order. The children consider 
this fun. 

2. I use this method, too: I 
write all the work I wish the chil- 
dren to do on a neat piece of 
paper and after each job the name 
of the one that is to do it. This 
tells them, “When your job is done 


you are free.” If the work is not 
done, I know who failed to do his 
share. 


3. Another good method: I make 
a list of all the work and after 
each job I write a number cor- 
responding to the size of the job, 
like: Get potatoes—1, Sweep 
porches—2, Wash dishes—5, Wipe 
dishes—4, Sweep kitchen—3, ete. 
At the top of the paper I write 
“Make—points,” the number de- 
pending on how many points in all 
there are to be made and how 
many there are to make these 
points. Each may choose his work, 
which makes it more interesting. 


4. Then there is the “secret” 
method: I make individual slips 
of paper with each one’s work. 
These are folded and the name of 
the one for whom it is intended 
written on the outside. The secrecy 
of this way seems to have a special 
appeal of its own. 


Try these ways of having fun 
with your children while they 
give you willing help. 


Checking Up 


Most people in small towns know what everyone is do- 
ing, but they read the paper just the same to see if anyone's 


been caught at it. 
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Heart To Heart Talks 
With Children 


Sister M. Marcellita Schoenle, O.S.F. 


HAYE you ever heard about the 


very special act of consecra- 
tion to our Blessed Mother? You 


have on different occasions, espec- 


ially during the month of May, re- 
cited prayers in which you conse- 
crated yourself to our Heavenly 
Mother. But this act of consecra- 
tion is different—it is a living and a 
giving. 


First you might ask, “What is 
given?” Well, to our Blessed Mo- 
ther is given a title or a right to 
all our goods, spiritual and tem- 
oral, interior, past, present, and 
future, including our merits and 
prayers in so far as we are able 
to dispose of them. 


Then,—to whom are they given? 
They are given to Jesus, through 
Mary. In other words we conse- 
crate ourselves to Mary that we 
may live our consecration to Jesus 
most perfectly. 


Another question. “How do we 
live the consecration?” By living 
with, in, and through Mary. This 
means imitating Mary to the best 
of our knowledge and _ ability, 
going to God always through her 
by offering to Him all our prayers 


and good works through the hands 


of Mary and doing all that we do 
so that we may please her and 
finally please the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 

And this last sentence is very 
important. We must understand 
that by making this very special 
act of consecration to our Blessed 
Mother we are not forgetting or 
slighting God the Father, God the 
Son, or God the Holy Ghost. 


Secret Of Mary 


St. Louis de Montfort is the ori- 
ginator of this consecration. He 
calls it the “Secret of Mary,” and 
says: “The most perfect consecra- 
tion to Jesus Christ is nothing else 
but a perfect and entire consecra- 
tion of ourselves to our Blessed 
Virgin Mary.” 

It’s just like this. We, when con- 
secrating ourselves in this special 
way to the Blessed Virgin, give 
her all our prayers, good works, 
and all the good things we do and 
are to receive merit for. We ask 
her to present them for us to her 
Divine Son. 

Doesn’t this seem to be the 
fastest and best way to have all 
the good we do reach our Lord, 
Jesus Christ? Mary acts for us. 
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She is our ambassador. She is our 
private secretary. We know that 
when she takes care of our treasury 
of prayers and good works, they 
are well-taken care of. 

We never need worry one mo- 
ment that she will unwisely invest 
our good deeds. The investments 
we let our Blessed Mother handle 
for us will bring us the biggest 
dividends possible because she 
knows how to buy our shares. 
Life’s biggest business transaction 
is the salvation of our soul. That's 
the one Mary will handle for us 
through this consecration to her. 


Get Ready First 
In the little book, “The Secret 
of Mary,” St. Louis De Monfort 


recommends days of preparation 
before making this consecration. 


Then, when we feel prepared to — 


make it, we should select some day 
dedicated to the Blessed Mother 
in a special way, and then recite 
the Act which will give ourselves 
completely to her. Perhaps the best 
time of the day would be the pre- 
cious time that follows the recep- 
tion of Holy Communion. 


What kind of preparation would 
be suitable? The kind and length 
could be left to the decision of 
most boys and girls who like to 
choose such things for themselves. 
This, however, is just a suggestion. 

Perhaps now you are convinced 
that this very year you want to 
make this act of consecration. The 
next big feast of our Lady is De- 
cember 8, so you decide to choose 
that as your consecration day. That 
gives you about a month to pre- 


pare. You might, then, do some- 
thing like this: 


Every day recite the Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin; every Saturday 
receive the Sacraments; on certain 
days of the week abstain from eat- 
ing candy; on the days you usually 
go to the movies,—don’t go; give 
up watching your favorite tele- 
vision program so many times each 
week; get up every morning the 
very first time your mother calls 
you; put your spending money for 
candy, movies, etc. into the Sun- 
day collection box, etc. 


Boys and girls, these are just a 
few preparatory deeds you may 
and can do. I am sure you are 
thinking of many more you would 
like to do. 


The one big thing is that you 
will want to think often about this 
act of giving yourself to Mary. 
Think of the privilege of making 
it. Think of the security of your 
good works when placed in the 
hands of Mary. Think of the value 
of having a mother such as our 
Heavenly Mother to act as our 
Life’s Treasurer. After thinking of 
these things, you will be most 
anxious to make it. Then, we come 
to the last point. What prayer shall 
I say? The prayer which is recom- 
mended is the following: 


Consecration To Mary 


I, (here say your name) a faith- 
less sinner—I renew and ratify to- 
day in Thy hands the vows of my 
Baptism; I renounce forever Satan, 
his pomps and works; I give my- 
self entirely to Jesus Christ, the 
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Incarnate Wisdom, to carry my 
cross after Him all the days of my 
life, and to be more faithful to 
Him than I have ever been before. 

In the presence of all the 
heavenly court I choose thee this 
day for my Mother and Mistress. 
I deliver and consecrate to thee, 
as thy slave, my body and soul, my 
goods, both interior and exterior 
and even the value of all my good 
actions, past, present and future; 
leaving to thee the entire and full 
right of disposing of me, and all 
that belongs to me, without ex- 
ception, according to thy good 
pleasure, for the greater glory of 
God, in time and in eternity. 
Amen. 


By making the above act of 
consecration, boys and girls, you 
join the many thousands of people 
who have officially consecrated 
themselves to Jesus through Mary 
the De Montfort way. I am sure 
you always wear a chain and 
medal of our Blessed Lady. Let 
this chain remind you that you are 
chained to Mary as Her slave since 
she will be your total Mistress. 
You will make your growing years 
with Mary, your Heavenly Mother, 
—and these growing years will be 
much happier, holier, and healthier. 
Think seriously of it today; begin 
your preparation immediately, and 
then become a first-class child of 
Mary. 


Foxy Little Dog 


“‘Voloso, a little Fox Terrier, is an invaluable assistant for | 
any priest,” reports Father Walter W. Winrich, Maryknoll Mis- 
sioner from Raymond, Washington. 

The tiny dog proved his worth on Father Winrich’s recent 
trip to the village of Leona Vicario in Mexico. One night he 
drove away a deadly black snake that had crawled into the 
priest’s house. And on visits to home he warned Father Win- 


rich of the reception to expect. 


“If Voloso confidently entered the house, I could expect 
a warm welcome,” said Father Winrich. “But if he hesitated 
or ran behind me, I could look forward to a cold reception. His 
warnings usually proved correct, too.” 


In addition to being a hunter and a guide, the fox terrier 
has one other quality which makes him invaluable as a mis- 
sioner’s assistant. He goes to church regularly. “Voloso insist- 
ed on helping my altar boy serve Mass in Leona Vicario,” con- 
tinued Father Winrich. “He sat attentively, or else slept quietly, 
in the acolyte’s position on the gospel side of the makeshift 
altar. He was never late and he never abandoned his place until 
Mass was over.’”’—Maryknoll News Notes. 


The Family 
Apostolate 


British Hierarchy Warns Against 
Divorce: No social conditions, 
modern or ancient, can alter the 
fundamental truth that upon stable 
family life the strength of a nation 
is built. This warning was con- 
tained in a joint pastoral issued 
by the Hierarchy of England and 
Wales. It was seen as addressed 
particularly to the Royal Commis- 
sion on Marriage and Divorce 
which has been accumulating evi- 
dence from various religious, pro- 
fessional, social and educational 
bodies prior to drafting new di- 
vorce legislation. 


The Bishops’ pastoral declared 
bluntly that easier divorce would 
bring social disaster through the 
collapse of family life. It declared 
that divorce destroys family se- 
curity, encourages legalized adul- 
try and spreads crime through 
broken homes. 


The Hierarchy recalled that va- 
rious Catholic bodies, including 
the Bishops themselves, had sub- 
mitted reports and recommenda- 
tions to the Royal Commission, 
which was set up in August, 1951. 
However, they stated that the gen- 
eral trend of documents regularly 
publicized in the national press is 
toward increasing laxity. 


“Although the views of Catholic 
citizens have been submitted to the 
Royal Commission on Marriage 
and Divorce,” the Bishops said, “it 
can hardly be hoped that they will 
greatly influence the Commission- 
ers. However courteously they 
grant us a hearing, .it is clear that 
with so many opposing opinions 
there is little hope that the Cath- 
olic view will prevail.” However, 
the Hierarchy added, “the Bishops 
owe it to their flocks to give guid- 
ance on matters which vex the 


conscience.” 


Only Religion Can Protect Girl: 
Only deep religious convictions 
can protect a young girl and save 
her parents from worry. This point 
was made by Dr. Vidal Tan, presi- 
dent of the University of the Phil- 
ippines, as he addressed the uni- 
versity’s Women’s Club. Dr. Tan, 
who lost his son, an only child, in 
World War II, outlined the quali- 
ties he would like to see in his 
“dream daughter,” the type of 
husband she should choose and 
the type of mother she should be. . 


Dr. Tan said he would try to 
instill these qualities in his dream 
daughter: “First of all, I would 
encourage her to be seriously re- 
ligious because I know that re- 
ligion is the safest protection I 
could imagine for her .. . I know 
that if she takes her religion seri- 
ously she will find it a great source 
of comfort and strength. I would 
be sure that if she was in trouble, 
she would know what to do; that. 
if she were in grief, she would be 
strong enough to bear it. 


“She could be away from my 
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eyes, out of my reach, but I would 
feel confident that she would be 
safe. There is logic in religion 
and I would want to teach her 
that logic. Being educated, she 
should know her religion from 
the educated person’s point of 
view. In short, religion would be 
her most priceless possession, her 
strongest tool, her greatest guar- 
antee to happiness.” 

Referring to the kind of hus- 
band he would like his ideal 
daughter to choose, Dr. Tan first 
deplored the growing tendency of 
young women today of allowing 
their boy friends to take certain 
liberties with them. 

“Those freedoms which are so 
often depicted in the American 
movies,” he told his listeners, “are 
not looked upon in this country 
with favor. A girl who allows such 
liberties soon loses the respect 
of the very man who enjoys them. 
He soon begins to doubt her vir- 
tues and the stability of her char- 
acter.” 

Answering the question as to 
just how a girl can be sure she 
is choosing a good man as her hus- 
band, Dr. Tan said: “Unfortun- 
ately so far no chemical or mathe- 
matical formula has yet been dis- 
covered that can answer that 
question. Every girl who marches 
down the aisle is taking a chance. 
But then so does the man who re- 
ceives her there. The safest guide 
in judging him is whether he takes 
his religion seriously or not. This 
is not an absolute guarantee that 
he will make a good husband, but 
it is the best that I know.” 


Dr. Tan closed with a plea to 
the future mothers to give their 
full time to the supreme task of 
being wives and mothers. 

“If there are some women who 
are successful in their professions 
and successful mothers at the 
same time,” he said, “I feel that 
they are too few to prove a rule, 
only sufficient to prove an excep- 
tion. As far as I know there 
has never been a good substitute 
for a good mother for growing 
children. 

“The crying need in today’s 
world is for men who are Christ- 
like. Who is going to fashion 
these men with goodness in their 
hearts? Will it be the mother who 
is making a vain attempt to be 
a mediocre doctor? Will it be the 
woman politician who goes home 
after her children have already 
gone to bed? Will it be the society 
matron who entrusts the rearing 
of her children to the hired help?” 


College Dean Defends Chaper- 
on System: The dean of women 
at the Catholic University of Santo 
Tomas has come out in defense of 
the chaperon system for Filipino 
youth. The system recently has 
been under attack by many edu- 
cators and social leaders. “Human 
emotions and temptations are as 
old-fashioned as Adam, so why 
should chaperons become old- 
fashioned?” asked Mrs. Josepha 
Gonzales-Estrada, who has played 
“mother confessor” for thousands 
of young men and women over the 
years at the university and has 
often been called the Dorothy Dix 
of the Philippines. 
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“Now more than ever,” she 
said, “chaperons are necessary, 
when youth is exposed to so many 
attacks from the devil in the form 
of indecent movies, advertising, 
magazines, songs and comic 
books.” 

Mrs. Estrada recommended four 
rules for Filipino parents in deal- 
ing with their teen-age children. 
They were: 

1. Be tactful in dealing’ with 
~_ high school and college chil- 


2. Keep them busy with con- 


structive hobbies. 


8. Do not give them too much 
money. 

4. Pray for them constantly; of- 
fer mortifications for them; give 
alms and do good works to earn 
grace for them. 


Old-Fashioned Courting For 
Happier Marriages. “The so-called 
old-fashioned dating, in which the 
young man called at the home of 
the girl, met the family and shared 
in the family fun should become 
popular again as a means toward 
happier marriages.” That belief was 
pressed to members of the Cayo- 
maw Club, Cleveland, by the Rev. 
Martin Scully, who has instructed 
more than 1,500 couples in prep- 
aration for marriage. 

The Cayomaw Club, composed 
of single Catholic men and women 
over 21, heard Father Scully urge 
early marriages. He blamed par- 


ents to some extent for delayed 
marriages, declaring they all too 
often coddle their children and 
try to make life easier for them. 
Good-paying jobs held by young 
women also loom as barriers to 
early marriage, he added. 

Father Scully said a girl with a 
good job, her own car and fur 
coats “can be mighty independent 
when she weighs all this against 
the possibility of sacrificing lux- 
uries as a wife.” Girls who hold 
good jobs scare “good husband 
materal” away, he continued. 

Men are not free from blame, 
says Father Scully. He believes 
some of them are lacking in gal- 
lantry and chivalry. 

Although marriage is a “solemn 
contract that is binding until the 
death of one or the other of the 
wedded pair,” Father Scully de- 
clared that “it has reached the 
point where it is easier to break 
this solemn pact than it is to break 
a business contract.” That is one 
of the reasons, he said, “we are 
living in an upside down world 
today. 

As a final word Father Scully 
said the girl who invites her date 
home after church, the movies or 
a dance, for a snack in the kitchen 
has the advantage over the girls 
who insist on the supper clubs, the 
hot dog stands or the darkened 
corner of a tavern. “Your date,” he 
said, “and particularly the one 
seeking a wife, likes to see you 
in your home surroundings.” 


No one knows what he can do until he is fully resolved and 


tries to 4s what he can. 


Prayer for Grace 


© my God and my All, in Thy 
goodness and mercy, grant thot be- 
fore | die | may regain all the Graces 
which | have lo& to-ough my coreless- 
y. 


AN ACT OF to pttain thot degree of 
CONTRITION brfbction 10 which Thou 


Forgive me my sins, O Lord, forgive 
me my sins; the sins of my youth, the 
sins of my age, the sins of my soul, the 
sins of my body; my idle sins, my seri- 
ous voluntory sins, the sins | know, the 
sins | do not know; the sins | hove con- 
cealed so long, ond which ore now 
hidden from my memory. 

1 om truly sorry for every sin, mor- 
tal ond venial, for all the sins of my 
childhood up to the present hour. 

iknow my sins hove wounded Thy 
Tender Heart, O my Saviour, let me be 
freed from the bonds of evil through the 
most bitter passion of my Redeemer. 
Amen. 

O my Jesus, forget and forgive 
what | hove been. Amen. 


Shown ha!f-size 


Exclusive with OSV! 


New Plastic 
Prayer Card 


Colorful, Pocker Size, Soil-Proof 


Our Sunday Visitor’s answer 
to an increasing demand 
from the military and 
civilians alike as an aid to 
greater devotion and 
spiritual security ... 


Approved Catholic Prayers - Ideal Gifts for Servicemen! 


Now you and your loved ones, wherever 
they may be, may carry one of these brand 
new plastic laminated prayer cards at all 
times. 


During World War II “Our Sunday 
Visitor” produced thousands of similar 
prayer cards primarily for Catholics in the 
armed services here and abroad. Service- 
men wrote home for more, parents bought 
them for entire families. Parish groups, 
convert classes, schools and Catholic or- 
ganizations kept the cards in constant 
demand. 


Now this new, more complete card is 
available for immediate mailing anywhere 
in the world. Each card contains two 
beautiful prayers — the Act of Contrition 
and the Prayer for Grace, both approved 
by Church authorities. 


15c EACH 2 FOR 25c 


The card itself is designed liturgically in 
brilliant red and black in large legible type 
for quick, easy reading. Each card is per- 
manently sealed in durable clear vinyl 
plastic. Very flexible but non-breakable! 
Soil-proof—just clean with a damp cloth! 
Measures 2%" wide by 4%” long with 
smooth round corners. 


Carry one of these new exclusive plastic 
prayer cards with you at all times ... 
wherever you go. Fits conveniently in a 
shirt pocket, purse, bill fold, prayer books 
around your home; wherever you can refer 
to these appealing prayers each day. 

Attractive Quantity Prices for parish 
groups, organizations, schools and_ col- 
leges, military installations, seminaries. 
Write for attractive quantity rates for 
500 cards or more. 


10 FOR $1.00 Postpaid 


Order from the Book Dept., 


Our Sunday Visitor, 


Huntington, Indiana 
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Here’e 20th Century Catholic Action 
for organizations and parish groups 


The NEW 


Readers’ 


. Promote good reading - provide 
| wholesome literature 


| for friends and neighbors in 
HOSPITALS HOTELS RESTAURANTS 
' PUBLIC BUILDINGS RECREATION CENTERS 
| RAIL, BUS AND AIRPORT TERMINALS 


The modern way to spread Christian information to the non-Catholic. 
Catholic groups, large and small, are invited to fill these new Read- 


ers’ Service Racks with appsnmne. helpful and informative material, and 
e 


place the racks in busy places where people gather in the eommunity. 


GENEROUS INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
4 permits you to buy these racks in quantities. 
Each h 


as a sufficient capacity for current 5 00 hy 
papers and bovklets, large and small. Costs e eac 


little, lasts for years. Requires almost no 


maintenance — nothing to break or repair. 

IZE: 13” wide, 7%” high, 2%” deep. Four racks for 
Weighs only 19 ounces! All-metal construction 

with adjustable pocket dividers, finished in $1 8.50 
hard black enamel. Packed individually in 

durable carton. Prices include delivery 


Send for your free copy of the new, revised OSV Book List 
AVAILABLE NOW! ORDER TODAY 


| OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 


| ‘ =. DRINKING 
CATHOLICS 
Rack 


